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3) PEACE NEWS last week that 


Peace propaganda to be shown 
in the Peace Pavilion at the Glas- 
gow Empire Exhibition from 
May to October this year will be 
€xamined on behalf of the 
1. Government 

| 38 contained in the following letter 
4} tom the honorary secretary of the 
face Pavilion Committee. 

It is the peace societies themselves 
Who will see that no propaganda mak- 
lg a “direct attack” upon the Govern- 
Ment is shown. How this is to be done 
a the same time as giving a “clear 
“SXplanation” of the reasons for the 
failure of the League is not indicated. 
{ seems that the “explanation,” if 
NOthing else, will justify the term 

gus.” 
4 _ The reply gives, moreover, no good 
7 ason why the peace societies need 
@dvice from outside as to how to make 
€ir exhibit “suitable, dignified, and 


secretary of the committee 


Writes ; — 


I regret that your special correspondent 
Bogs of the Peace Pavilion at the 
ing Pire Exhibition was so regrettably ill- 

Ormed as to submit the article refegred to, 
Mich makes a number of misrepresentations. 

The implication of your correspondent that 
rd army officer, who was on active service 

Ming the whole of the Great War, is on 

C account unable to appreciate the futility 
War and to plead the cause of peace, is, 
Course, unworthy of comment. 

be here Is no suggestion that literature wil) 
T examined on behalf of the Government. 

Committee has merely given its assurance 

exhibition authorities that no propa- 

@ making a direct attack upon the 
pheeament will be included in the pam- 

Sts displayed, an assurance which was 
turally required, as the Government is 
Uy responsible for financing the enterprise 

‘‘S'a whole. 

ete exhibition authorities maintained that 

Peace societies would do more harm than 

to their cause if they were merely to 

€ a stall at a small cost and that a suit- 

le, dignified and worthy exhibit should be 

vided if the peace movement were to be 
‘Presented at all. 

| lAfter drawing attention to certain points 
mot sirectly concerned in our criticisms last 
lene cr" with most of which we agree—the 

r adds:—}] 

a ile wishing to make the principles 
| yShrined in the Covenant of the League of 

ations more widely known, we would also 
ol to show that the sole reason for the 
in cal failures of the League is to be found 

the failure of member-States to apply these 
‘ciples vigorously and loyally. 

Gad Teaders may be interested to know 
Dither Spite of your application of the 

Mhet “bogus” to the peace Pavilion, no 
4 ‘mpt is to be made to gloss over the 
1 tical failures of the League, but a clear 
af Such ation will be given of the reasons for 
PF the. failure, together with an exposition of 

Constructive work of the League in social, 
Omic, hygienic, and humanitarian 
thar Tes, as it is felt that much valuable work 
directs Carried on by the League in these 
»*ctlons passes unnoticed. 


M. A. BUNE_(Interim Secretary). 
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Teachers Want Stand Against 


‘“‘Precautions”’ 


URGENT NEED TO GUARD MINDS 
OF CHILDREN 


Special to PEACE NEWS 


beginning to tackle the organization of schemes of air raid 


W eee: towns and villages throughout the country seriously 


“precautions,” the need for a definite stand on the part of 


school teachers is daily becoming more vital. 
Instructions from the Board of Education to schools admit, as was 


pointed out in PEACE NEWS last 
logical effects” on young minds of 
preparatory instruction, but leave 
the question of what is to be done 
to the discretion of responsible 
authorities. 

Thus it may be that teachers will 
be called on to decide their attitude 
to helping in instruction in the use 
of respirators, gas-“proof” rooms, 
and the rest. 

What can they do? As individuals 
they may be outnumbered and, by re- 
fusing to instruct children in air raid 
“precautions,” be liable to lose their 
posts. 

There is, therefore, a growing feeling 
among members of the teaching pro- 
fession that the time has come when a 
definite statement should be made as 
to the attitude of the profession. It 
would not be a mistake to say that 
a large percentage of those who 
teach are pacifist. A public expres- 
sion of their opinions would emphasize 
and strengthen pacifist conviction in 
the country. 

The position might be clarified by 
announcements of the pacifist attitude 
in the teaching profession at such 


——In Germany —— 
Too 


ERMANY, too, has _ its 
objectors to air raid “pre- 
cautions.” 


Repeated refusal to attend 
lectures on the subject has led to 
two women being sent to prison, 
according to a message from 
Berlin on Saturday. 


They protested against the 
court’s original sentence of a 
fine, pleading membership of the 
International Bible Research 


Students, a prohibited body in 
Germany. Thereupon the fines 
were increased, and a further 
protest resulted in their being 
sentenced to four months’ im- 
prisonment. 


‘ 

conferences as those held by the 
National Union of Teachers and the 
Headmasters’ Association. 

The N.U.T. holds its conference 
at Easter, so that in this case the 
wheels of conference machinery 
would have to be put quickly in 
motion. 

A “live” member might well frame 
a resolution and propose it at one 
of these conferences and, with the 


week, the probable “adverse psycho- 


Shall their minds be poisoned? 


support of other pacifist members, 
would probably carry it. Even if it 
were not carried, the voting would 
probably be close, and the debate 
would receive publicity in the national 
press and would inform the public 
where a great many teachers stand 
on this question. 


Not only would it show that 
there is real opposition to the 
introduction of “precautions” but 
it would provide an opportunity 
to point out the faults of the 
plans. And one could suggest, as 
one reader does, that to protect 
the potential enemy by scrapping 
our bombers is a better pre- 
caution. 


Organization among pacifist teachers 
would be necessary to bring the reso- 
lution forward, and in that connexion 
the Peace Pledge Union would doubt- 
less be valuable. Obviously some- 
thing of this nature will have to be 
done to counteract the ramifications 
of air raid “precautions” amongst a 
section of the community in whose 
hands rests a great responsibility. 


The effect of “precautions” upon 
“the minds of multitudes of children 
taught to look with terror upon other 
nations” is pointed out in a manifesto 
issued by local members of the Peace 
Pledge Union and the Leicester 
Christian Pacifist Fellowship in con- 
nexion with a “black-out” of the 
locality. 


‘“We Must All 
Determine...” 


What we of the Union suggest to you 
is that the days are come when we 
must all determine that war is an 
impossible thing now, and that we 
have got to determine, cost what it 
may, we won't touch it again. . 


The words were spoken by Dick 
Sheppard when making the short talk- 
ing film in which he told the history of 
the Peace Pledge Union. 

You can hear them again by obtain- 
ing from the P.P.U. one of the twelve- 
inch double-sided gramophone records 
made from the film. It is now pos- 
sible for these records to be sent by 
post, special carriers from the 
makers having been obtained. 
Send your order to the P.P.U. at 96 
Regent Street, London, W.1. The 
records cost 2s. 6d. each (postage 9d.). 


Another 
Conscription 
Campaign? 


THE PACIFIST 
REPLY 


S there to be a revival of the 

“unofficial” campaign for 

conscription which marked 
the opening months of last 
year? 

The question comes to mind on 
teading the pleas for compulsory 
military service which were given 
prominence in two newspapers on 
Sunday. 


In the Sunday Express Lord Lloyd 
asked “What are you doing for your 
country?” and made an unashamed 
appeal for conscription to defend 
“your” imperial interests, summing up 
in these words: 

Then, having ships, guns, planes, tanks, 
and the trained men to handle them, we can 
return to a foreign and imperial policy in line 
with our needs. 

An appeal made in such terms was 
hardly likely to convert the uncon- 
verted. 


In more seductive terms was an 
article in the Sunday Chronicle in 
which a professed Left-wing sym- 
pathizer, J. L. Hodson, declared 
“It is because I am a pacifist that I 
want conscription.” 

Mr. Hodson said he could 
understand the attitude of Mr. Lansbury and 
his Peace Pledgers and could wish that my 


tommon sense would permit me to side with 
them. 


He was thus liable to be misunder- 
stood in his declaration that he was 
“at heart, as practically every ex- 
soldier is, a pacifist.” Real pacifists 
(like “Mr. Lansbury’s Peace Pledgers’’) 
will, however, support his inability to 
understand those who say: 


Yes, let us rearm to unexampled heights, 
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but it would be calamitous to ensure by 
compukbory service our having all the trained 
men we may require. 


WHAT PACIFISTS 
WANT 


Yet if conscription does prove to be 
necessary to get the “trained men we 
require,” it will be just because of 
the rearmament programme. Of that 
programme itself Mr. Hodson said 
that most political leaders believed 
it had 
given pause to the dictators, made them 
think twice and more than twice before 
starting the world war we all dread. 

In that phrase lies the funda- 
mental difference on this issue 
between pacifists and their fellows. 
The “pause” described by Mr. Hoa- 
son has only led the dictators and, 
indeed, the democracies, to intensify 
their own armament programmes, 
thus bringing still nearer “the world 
war we all dread.” 


Though Mr. Hodson said he would 
excuse from service “those whose con- 
sciences sincerely debar them,” the 
only thing pacifists would find satis- 
factory would be for rearmament 
itself to be stopped, so ending the need 
for all talk of conscription. 


If these articles do mark the begin- 
ning of another conscription campaign 
other signs will soon appear. Typical 
of the form these may take is the 
following extract from a letter pub- 
lished in the Daily Mirror, and signed 
“Pilot” :— 

If the Government wants a complete air- 
defence scheme, why doesn't it issue a state- 
ment, give the facts, and appeal to the nation 
to submit to a form of conscription for this 
purpose, ... ‘All together’ is the motto! 


If conscription is to be tried the 
authorities dare not delay very 
much longer, for the Peace Pledge 
Union has been recruiting for con- 
structive peace-making during the 
past few months an average of 
some two hundred people each 
week — and every government 
knows that a volunteer is worth 
two pressed men! 


At any rate it is worth remembering 
that the last Premier’s “no-conscrip- 
tion” pledge applied only to the 
then government. 
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMENTARY 


T HAVE been asked by the Editor of 
* PEACE NEWS to write a weekly com- 
mentary on foreign affairs. After very care- 
ful consideration I have decided to comply 
with that request, at any rate for a time. 
And now may I take readers of PEACE 
NEWS into my confidence and tell them 
what I have in mind in regard to these 


commentaries. 


First and foremost I want to rescue foreign 
affairs from that atmosphere of mystery and 
aloofness in which it seems to please so many 
people to place them, and to treat them in 
the same familiar manner that we use in 
regard, say, to an industrial dispute, or a 
rather warm controversy in local affairs. 


In other words, I shall endeavour to get 
down to the roots of things, to discover the 
interests, aims, and motives which determine 
the actions and the policies of Governments 
with respect to the various crises which arise 
between nations. Before one can interpret 
events one must know something about the 
conditions and motives which prompt them. 


* 


HAT disturbs me so much 

these days is the way in 

which political parties, 
peace societies, newspapers, &c., 
demand action, often extreme action, 
on amazingly flimsy assumptions and 
considerations, without even attempt- 
ing to examine those assumptions, to 
go into the question of causation, of 
justice, or even to analyse the motives 
the governments, 
parties, and groups upon whose assist- 
ance their demands depend. 


and outlook of 


One would naturally assume that, 
in facing an international crisis, a 
serious attempt would be made to 
ascertain its underlying causes, and 
what justice had to say in the 


Warning from Japan— 


And the 


Way to 


Peace 


Monday’s press reported 


That Japan had broken off relations with 
China, though that “involves no change 
of the policy adopted by the Japanese 
Government of respecting the territorial 
integrity and sovereignty of China as well 
as the rights and interests of other Powers 
in China” (as if by their war they had not 
already strained relations to breaking 
point, violated China's territorial integrity, 
and shown but little respect for anyone 
else's interests!). 


That a joint meeting of the Labour and 
Socialist International and International 
Federation of Trade Unions at Brussels at 
the week-end had recommended a boycott 
of Japanese goods “‘as long as the Japanese 
forces occupied the territory of the Chinese 
Republic.” 

The apparent madness of the 
former and sanity of the latter look 
different (not to say reversed!) in the 
light of the following quotation from a 
personal letter received by a London 
correspondent of PEACE NEWS 
from Dairen (Japanese territory). It 
shows the Japanese attitude to be 
merely the deception that is part of a 
power policy and the Labour attitude 
to be no more than another form of 
the same policy for which Japan is 
condemned. 


We read The Times now and then and get 
to know that the feeling against Japan is 


quite high. Here in Japan the feeling against 
England is equally high. 


Most, or all, people here do not even 
dream that there are true pacifists in 
England who are even against their own 
Government's policy. 


Most of us believe that the English people 
are imperialistic, who sympathize with China 
because they gain profit out of their support 
of Chiang-Kai-Shek, not because they are all 
pacifists or kind hearted. 


They extend help where they see their 
economic interests menaced; but what 
have they done to China or India? 


Will they give support to the weak when 
they see no gain out of it? ... Why do they 
keep a large number of British troops in 
China and a large fleet, too, if they do not 
want to fire on somebody? 

If things are left as they are, there is a 
possibility of troubles between England 
and Japan. Mere carping at each other 
will not help the situation. There niust be 
speedy understanding of each other's ail- 
ments before it is too late. 


Every day news from the Far East 
emphasizes this danger and this need 
—Japan’s irritation over the opening 
of the Singapore naval base next 
month; Japanese attempts to borrow 
£10,000,000 in America as another 
effort “to drive a wedge between 
Great Britain and the United States;” 
general outbursts and incidents. 


Wilfred Wellock 


matter. But nothing of the sort 


happens. 


Instead, the moment a Power bursts 
into aggression, all the governments, 
interests, parties, and groups which are 
antagonistic to the action taken, and, 
equally important, to the régime of the 
Power that has taken it. demand strong 
counter action, while the governments, 
interests, parties, &c., which would be 
jeopardized by this course sit tight, 
do nothing, and say as little as possible. 
Both sides defend their action in the 
name of peace, the League, and every 
other good thing. 


Take the Japanese invasion of China 
as an example. 


By definition Japan is guilty of a 
gross act of aggression. Therefore, 
says one group of parties, let strong 
action, including boycotts, sanctions, 
and if need be war be taken against 
her. . 


Other parties object. No, they say. 
it is no business of ours to interfere. 
Interference may lead to a world war, 
and that must be avoided at all costs. 
I submit that it is wholly indefensible 
to attempt to determine right action 
upon such one-sided, abstract declara- 
tions. Clearly, in such a situation 
as the Japanese invasion of China, 
far more is involved than appears 
on the surface: things which diplo- 
mats and politicians never mention 
—at any rate in public; things you 
do not read of in your newspapers. 


Who’s Who in This 


Issue 


DHILIP S. MUMFORD: Sponsor, 
4“ Peace Pledge Union: after leaving 
R.A.F., 1932, spoke and wrote for a 
time for the League of Nations Union: 
also on executive of New Common- 
wealth until joining P.P.U:....pages 
six and nine. 


Gerald K. Hibbert: Lecturer, 
Woodbrooke Settlement, Birmingham: 
former headmaster, Ackworth School. 


Percy W. Bartlett: Secretary, Em- 
bassies of Reconciliation (body which 
has arranged George Lansbury’s recent 
peace missions); previously secretary, 
Fellowship of Reconciliation. 


Yet things that are vital, so vital thal 
they actually determine policy. 


* 


IF I may throw ina bombshell 

at this point, I would like 

say that the fear of fascism, on the one 

side, and of communism, on the other, 

is exercising a bigger influence on I” 

ternational policy today than any other 
factor. 


Why, for instance, does not the 
broad question of imperialism come 
into the reckoning when considering 
Japanese aggression? British imperial- 
ism is pretty active in Palestine, 21 
in India, these days—why not boycolt 
that, if boycott is to be used any- 
where? 


Furthermore, if the U.S.A. Plo 
claims the Monroe doctrine 
“America for the Americans,” and 
Britain claims the right to a bi 
chunk of territory as a closed-If 
market for itself in every continent 
what is the answer to Japan’s claim 
to “Asia for the Asiatics’’? 

Yet the big political guns, on both - 
sides of politics, never mention thes? 
things! 

When, therefore, Mr. A. V. Alexat 
der, M.P. says, as he is reported to havé 
said at a New Commonwealth !ut- 
cheon in Birmingham the other 4y» 
that he could not quarrel with the 
Government's decision to fight Japa" 
on a unilateral basis if the latter 
attacked Hong Kong, we should like 
to know whether such a step woul i 
undertaken in the interests of inte™ 
national justice, or in order to put 2° 
end to all conquest and domination, 
including British. or to defend British 
imperialism against Japanese imperid 
ism or to prevent the spread ° 
fascism? 


* 


[8 the meantime, neither on 

Government, nor any. secs 

of the Opposition, with the excePl? 

of the small pacifist group, tS done 

anything whatever to remove a 
causes of aggression by seeking 
bring imperialism itself to an end. 


No-one, so far as I am awale; 
pects the “National” Government a't 
take steps in that direction. | Mf 
think for a moment that even 
Alexander does that. Yet he |S ie 
pared to cooperate with that ges 
ment in order to attack Japan 
imperialism. Even Soviet Russi4 a 
at last begun to despair of the de™ 
cratic governments taking action 
stop aggression. The only surpris £, 
that Russia ever entertained the V!® 
that they would. 


The simple fact is that 
national relations have been 
pletely changed during recent Y® 
by the emergence of Soviet RU 3 
on the one hand, and of fascis™ — 
the other, Formerly imperialist ie . 
siderations dominated the ™ of 
national field. Today the issue). 
communism versus fascism !8 
dominating factor. 


But these things are hidden fro 
public. No wonder the latter 
bewildered, and turn away 
foreign politics in sheer despal' 
there is no need for despall. * re 
issues involved in foreign affairs 
quite simple. the 

Next week I shall try to analyst ase 
Government's attitude to the J4P 
invasion of China. 
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| Canada 


DEFENCE POLICY—OF GIVING 
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] Structiy 


GOODS 


AWAY! 


Good Will a Better Guard than Arms 


From Our Own 


Correspondent 


HE immediate seeking of other nations’ cooperation in an 
examination of the causes of modern wars, with a view to their 


removal, and pending this, 


Adoption of a national defence policy of spending money on “gifts of 


&0ods to needy peoples, including 
So-called enemy peoples,” instead 
of on implements of destruction, 
ave been urged upon the Canadian 

Overnment by Alberta and Saskat- 
Chewan members of the Canadian 
Women's Christian Temperance 

Nion. 

“The present method of building 
bombing ‘planes and other military 
Weapons as a preparation for defence,” 
they declared, “only results in an 
armament race which ends in war. 
Canada is in an unexampled position 
'0 initiate as a means of defence the 
8 yet untried method of sharing, con- 
Structive cooperation, and good will.” 


PUT BEFORE 
PARLIAMENT 


j Similar proposals were made by 
“seph Needham, member for a Sas- 
tchewan constituency, when the 
anadian Parliament discussed “de- 

oe expenditure some months ago. 
anada should say, he suggested, 

$ @ government we shall try a new experi- 

: ¢ mm the world. We shall cut out abso- 
€ly all armaments, defensive or otherwise. 
% Shall use that money in the production 

the necessities of life in this country, and 

n we shall distribute these necessities of 
© among those countries that need them 

th sf, Jf we have an enemy, we shall give 

€m that which they need, and the keener 


the 
ene j i 
., My the more goods we shall give 


the 


France 


Warlike Candidate 
for Nobel 


Prize 


THE Proposal to the competent 
(N committee of the Storthing 
~-Orwegian Parliament) that 
Charles Maurras, seventy- 
year-old French Royalist leader, 
Who was sentenced last year to 
ight months’ imprisonment for 
Ucitement to violence, should 
_ 4warded the Nobel Peace 
h Tize, 
AS caused something of a sensation. 
the candidature is supported by 
=. French personalities, including 
€ral university professors, as well as 
up-Known people in Britain. 
REVENTED WAR” 
thas “a the opinion of his admirers 
for h . Mawyras deserves the prize 
join; aving prevented” France from 
ing in a vigorous sanctions policy 
‘or having in this way prevented 
@ European war. a 


UNITY WANTED 


appeal for a union of the con- 
€ elements in the world to 
Tact the destructive elements has 
a issued by Nicolai Scheierman 
191¢ Since having to leave England in 
alisen On account of his internation- 
Swed, 4nd pacifism, has been living in 
€n. He writes: 


Ounte 


‘Uno.’ Small group of friends from the 


the seanized International Brotherhood of 
Strive, 20 Family’ who have all our lives 


 Congen; for truth, bring this appeal to all 


: lal spiritual friends scattered through- 
© world. ¢ Want to ask them 


Holland 


Women to Parade on 
“Good Will Day” 


ON “Good Will Day (May 18) 
Holland will again see a women’s 
peace procession—the fifth of its 
kind. It is the intention this year to 
send an international petition, rather 
than a national address, to govern- 
ments and to the League of. Nations. 
In the years 1934 to 1937 
demonstrations were held in several 
countries on the same day, and in 
1937 declarations of adhesion were 
sent to Holland from countries ail 
over the world. ‘ 

The Peace and Disarmament Com- 
mittee of the Women's International 
Organizations urges the holding of 
women’s peace processions in all 
countries, and the sending of deputa- 
tions abroad. Further particulars are 
obtainable by writing to Miss M. A. 
Thiel, Vijerlaan 8, Haarlem, Holland. 
of the Subcommittee for International 
Contact—Women’s Peace Procession 
1938. 


Terms of Peace Pledge 


The words ~“in mijn vermogen 
ligt,’ in the peace pledge of a new 
movement in Holland (reported a 
fortnight ago), should, suggests a 
correspondent, be translated “to the 
best of my ability.” 

Though our Dutch correspondent’s 
phrase “‘with all my power’ is not 
actually wrong, it might give a wrong 
impression of the extent of a Dutch 
pacifist’s ability in this matter. 


U.S.A. 


‘PEACE 
ACTIVISTS” 


Starting as a small group having as 
its slogan: 

If you’re not to wage war, you 
must wage peace, 

pacifists in Minneapolis, U.S.A., have 
formed an Activist Peace Fellowship. 

Following a course of study, par- 
ticularly of The Power of Non- 
Violence, by Richard Gregg, members 
hope to launch out into something 
more concrete than discussion. 

To this end they have been ex- 
ploring the possibilities for service 
at a county institution for boys a 
few miles from their town. 

The majority of members belong 
to the Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
some to the War Resisters’ League, 
while a few are unconnected with any 
American national pacifist organiza- 
tion. The address of the Activist 
Peace Fellowship is 2621 Humboldt 
Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minn., 
ULS.A. 


whether the time is not come when the possi- 
bility of arranging a common meeting is a 
practical proposition? 

Inquiries should be addressed to 
Nicolai Scheierman, Hovsta, Sweden, 
accompanied by an international reply 
coupon if a reply is needed. 


* 


are in this week's 
News from Abroad 
* 


In column one you can read how 


women in Canada showed their 
government a better form of defence 
than any armaments could give, 

Dutch women will once again hold a 
peace procession on May 18, as 
reported in columin two. 

Young people who want to find pen 
friends abroad will find in column 
four that a woman in Switzerland 
is ready to help them. 

And below is a true story showing 
that, in Geneva, women’s own 

representatives 


‘Wield a 
Real Influence” 


INTO the Geneva office of the 

Peace and Disarmament Com- 
mittee of the Women's Inter- 
national Organizations walked an 
unexpected visitor, M. Emile 
Schreiber, writer of special articles 
for L’Iilustration of Paris. 

He had been informed that, of 
the seventy or more international 
bodies in Geneva, this was one of 
the two or three he must certainly 
visit. He asked to be told in five 
minutes how the Peace and Disarma- 
ment Committee had gained so much 
respect on the part of statesmen visit- 
ing Geneva. 

Later, in L’Iilustration appeared his 
article on “International Cooperation 
on the Technical Plane.” Below are 
extracts from the portion telling of this 
women's organization: 


India 


SOLDIER WHO 
WOULD NOT 
SHOOT 


AMONG those recently released 
from prison by the Indian 
provincial Congress Govern- 
ments is Thakur Narain Singh, 
Major Havildar of the Garhwali 
Battalion, who in 1930 refused to 
fire on unarmed crowds because 
he considered it unsoldierly to do 
so 
By taking this step he ran 
the risk of being shot. 


Switzerland 


This Woman Finds 
Pen Friends 


Young people wishing to corres- 
pond with friends in other countries 
should get into touch with 

Miss Elly Weber, Agency for 

International Correspondence, Im 

Eisernen Zeit 55, Ziirich 6, Switzer- 

land, 
stating their full name, age, address, 
language in which they can write, 
and subjects in which they are 
interested. 


the Peace and Disarmament Committee of 
the Women’s International Organizations. A 
well-known journalist accredited to the 
League of Nations said to me:— 

Their action, exercised by personal pres- 
sure upon the government delegates, and 
their opinion, which is expressed in the 
world press, has a real influence upon 
these delegates. 

The fundamental idea of this committee is 
to associate the women of the entire world 


The organization of women most active is | in their education and action against war. 


Dear Tan, 


THE FIR TREES, 
UPHILL DRIVE, 
ABERDEEN 


17th January, 1938 


I was pleased to know that you had 
received a Legacy of £100. As you have 
wisely decided to invest this money I strongly 
recommend to you the St. Pancras Building 
Society with whom I am an Investor. 


The current rate of interest paid on 
shares is FOUR PER-CENT P.A. FREE 
OF INCOME TAX and your capital never 


depreciates. The shares are in denominations 


of £10 and easily withdrawable in full 


if required. 
| 


P.S.—Write for a prospectus to 


E.. W. Bales, Managing Director. 


SOCIETY 


27 
LONDON, E.C. 4 


FETTER LANE 


Best Wishes, 
Your affectionate Uncle Hugh. 


" 
¢ 
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Headquarters’ Notes 
By MAX PLOWMAN 


66AJOW many are not capable of a 

firm persuasion of anything,” 
said Blake; and | should like to add: 
only they don't know it. On the con- 
trary, they are proud to think them- 
selves eminently reasonable persons, 
capable of weighing pros and cons, 
and of proving that all strong con- 


victions spring from unreasonable bias. 
They will tell you with an air of 
finality that they are not fanatics. 
Should you reply that you know that, 
but you also know they are nothing 
and live on the borders of non-entity, 
you will speak inadvisedly, but only 
too truly. The man. who first said that 
discretion was the better part of valour 
knew a tremendous lot about dis- 
cretion, but mighty little about valour. 


* * * 


A pacifist without the capability of a 
firm persuasion is a poor mutt. You 
may say: how is it possible? Well, 
I've known some, so I'll tell you. He 
can decide in favour of pacifism and 
then find out the impossibility of being 
a strictly logical pacifist. He can see 
the futility of refusing to make muni- 
tions because we are all contributing 
to the making of munitions merely by 
remaining alive. He can see the 
objections to demonstrative pacifism 
because such affairs may alienate 
public sympathy, and that is undesir- 
able. He can see that individual paci- 
fism isn’t much practical good because 
what is wanted is international paci- 
fism. And he can also see that inten- 
sive social pacifism is no better because 
it has little or no effect on the political 
machine. In fact, if you listen to him 
long enough, he is ready to prove to 
you that the only thing worth doing is 
to discover the inadvisability of any 
activity whatsoever. And coming to 
such a conclusion, enormously encour- 
aging to his self-esteem, he will add: 
“Of course, so and so might be pos- 
sible if so and so were to take place, 
or when so and so happens to be the 
situation.” And he passes for a wise 


man. 
* * * 


How does a man lose the ability to 
hold a firm persuasion? It is an in- 
teresting point. As an infant he was 
capable of a very firm persuasion in, 
say, the matter of food; and as a child 
he was probably not wanting in this 
capacity. But as time goes on we all 
have to learn a lot about conforming 
to existing conditions, and this is what 
he has learnt only too well: he has 
learnt how to plane all his outstand- 
ing God-given desires to the flat level 
of conformity. It never occurs to him 
that in so doing he has become in- 
capable of a firm persuasion: indeed, 
he will quickly saddle with the word 
fanatic anyone betraying such a capa- 
bility. 

* * * 

But what has actually happened to 
him? What has happened is that he 
has learnt the art of completely nulli- 
fying himself: of being a more or less 
ghastly replica of a real man instead 
of being what he was intended to be, 
himself: of being so reasonable that 
he has no real desires left, but only the 
shadows of desire which he can 
remove with the light of a little more 
reason. But this rationality—of which 
he is so proud—is nothing more than 
the rationalization of his subconscious 
resistance to the expensive and hazard- 
ous experience of attempting to realise 
his desires. He uses his reason to 


PEACE 


NEWS 


GROUP NOTES | The Notice Board 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


HEN I was in the army I was 
continually “putting my foot in 


it” by disregarding completely the 
etiquette and orthodoxy expected of 
an “officer and (temporary) gentle- 


man.” [ found that 1 was only ex- 


pected to say things which conformed 
with the “best traditions of the British 


Army,” and that to consider a soldier 
as a human being was simply “not 
done.” He was a cog in a machine 
and “not expected to think.” Never- 
theless when I once recited On Strike 
in a front line trench to forty bored 
Robots, they clapped so loudly that 
besides bringing forty human beings 
back to life, it brought over half a 
dozen bombs in quick succession! 
Now in the P.P.U. we have to be on 
our guard against constitutionalism. I 
would rather see a committee selected 
from eager volunteers than by the 
method of ‘‘proposing and seconding.” 
What we need is a quick imaginative 
Vitality making us act in totally unex- 
pected ways. Otherwise we may find 
ourselves in the position of the old 
man of Siam— 


Who said I perceive that lam 
A creature that moves 

In predestinate grooves, 

Tn fact nota’bus but a tram. 


All activities which take an unusual 
line and surprise people should be 
carefully considered. The latest effort 
to come to my notice and which has 
proved highly successful is that of one 
of our members (Miss X shall be her 
name as she wishes to be anonymous). 
She wrote to her friends and acquaint- 
ances—79 in all—a letter which read 
as follows :— 

You must have heard, with regret I know, 
of the sudden death of Dick Sheppard. You 


know of his work at St, Martin-in-the-Fields 
and of his wonderful work for peace. 


Just before he died he wrote a letter to all 
members of his Peace Pledge Union asking 
them to make a special effort during peace 
week to do something for the cause of peace. 


Knowing how urgently help is needed— 
knowing too how little I can do alone, wish- 
ing ardently to help—I am writing to all my 
friends to ask them if they would help by 
sending a small donation to the above 
address this week. For I am sure you, too, 
desire peace, even though you are not a 
pacifist. 

The direct result of this was to get £5 
to give to the Memorial Fund. To 
those who wrote sympathetically she 
sent a copy of PEACE NEWS and in- 
formation about the Peace Pledge 
Union. She is hopeful that a large 
proportion of these interested friends 
will become members themselves. If 
every single member of the Peace 
Pledge Union copied her plan it is 
impossible to calculate the number of 
fresh contacts that would be made in 
the course of one month. In this and 
countless other ways you can bring 
pacifism to the notice of those who, 
although desiring peace as much as we 
do, have not yet been infected enough 
to become pacifists. 


restrain himself from experience which 
he fears. He desires (we must, in 
order to live at all) and then he 
explains to himself the many reasons 
why his desire is not already gratified; 
and forthwith accepts these reasons as 
good enough to prevent him from 
attempting the difficult business of 
achieving his desire. So he congratu- 
lates himself on his prescience and 
wisdom at the very moment when he 
is actually frustrating himself! 

Well, let none such pass for wise in 
the P.P.U. 


Annual meeting, P.P.U.: April 2 
and 3, Friends House, Euston Road, 
London, N.W.1. Two delegates may 
attend from each group. Full particu- 
lars will be announced as soon as 
possible. 

Romford group birthday — party 
today (Sat.), 8 p.m. Unity Hall, Albert 
Road; dance and cabaret. 

Volunteers are required for poster 
parades every Saturday. Meet at the 
P.P.U. offices, 96 Regent Street, at 6.45 

m. 

Pacifist postal worker in London, 
E.C. area, please communicate with 
City P.P.U. group, 13 Paternoster 
Row, E.C.4. 

Those interested in formation of 
group in East Ham and Manor Park 
communicate with Rev. Sidney Colson, 
22 Woodhouse Grove, E.12, or with 
Miss Chant, 7 Tweedmouth Road, 
E.13. 

Cardiff group making exhibition 
on “Causes of War and their Re- 
moval”; anyone able to lend material 
(newspaper cuttings, photos., posters, 
statistics, cartoons, &c.) please send to 
E. €. Haigh, 23 Cromwell Road, 
Birchgrove, Cardiff. 

Week-end School, May 28 and 29, 
Heathmount Hall (Friendship Holidays 
Association Guest House), Hkley. 
Write Denis Riley, 13 Beech Avenue, 
Horsforth, Leeds. 

Collecting boxes for use in raising 
funds for the P.P.U. are now obtain- 
able from 96 Regent Street, W.1. 

Birmingham wants more P.N. 
sellers each Friday, one hour or more 
between 4.30 and 9.30 p.m. Write 
Wilfred S. Burtt, 3 Innage Road, 
Northfield, Birmingham. 


“A Splendid 

Message” 

From the P.P.U. postbag:— 
OULD you kindly 
send full particu- 
lars of the Peace Pledge 
Union to —————. 
Was attracted to your 
organization through an 
envelope seal. I liked 
the large print “Peace” 
—a splendid one-word 
message. Thank you. 
= Are you using these 
peace stickers? They cost only Is. per 
100 from 96 Regent Street, London, 
WT, 


SGREGENT STREET WI 


PEACE 


News from the North 
and South 


From Our Own Correspondents 


"THE work for pacifism going on in 

Glasgow and district just now 
may not be spectacular, but it is cer- 
tainly effective. 

The preliminary work of subdivision 
into districts having been completed, 
cells have been formed within most 
districts. 

Already many small meetings have 
been held at which the fundamentals 
of pacifism have been discussed and 
plans for propaganda _ elaborated. 
Having been given a specific job of 
work to do, members are showing 
remarkable keenness. 

AN EXAMPLE 
TO COPY 

The Streatham group feels that its 
action in obtaining permanent head- 
quarters (referred to by John Barclay 
last week) is a further step in its pro- 
gress, and strongly recommends other 
groups to follow its example. (Also 
Manchester’s—see page 12.) 

Although the room they have 
secured at 260 High Road, Streat- 
ham, is quite large, rent is very 
reasonable. It is being collected at 
the weekly group meeting. 

Various members have given articles 
of furniture. One bought 24 chairs at 


an auction and made the group a 
present of them! 


January 22, 1938 


UNDER THE OAK TREE — 


By THELMA_ NIKLAUS 


OUR readers are now familiar with 
~ the children in Basque Housé, 
with their troubles and their joys, ine 
work and their play, good days an 
bad. It is time now to introduce the 
little band of Spanish teachers who 
have worked so devotedly and S0 
loyally in Basque House since they 
first entered it with the children undef 
their special care. They have borne 
a heavy load, and borne it with dignity 
and courage. It is not easy for adult 
and discriminating persons to adapt 
themselves to community life in 4 
foreign country. It is not easy to live 
for months in closest contact with 
children. Above all, it is not easy 10 
carry on from day to day, waiting for 
and dreading news from Spain, won 
dering about the shape of things to 
come, hoping and losing hope. 

Let them speak now for themselves: 
in a letter sent to us early this mon 
Let them speak in their own tongl 
and afterward in ours:— es 
Distinguidos Seiiores de la para nosolf 
inolvidable Sociedad de ia P.P.U.: on 

Agradecidisimas por la alegria que PTOP a 
cionaron a nuestros nifios de Langham re 
tienen la suerte de disfrutar de su protec te 
y bondad, enviandoles su correspondict | 
regalo para cl dia de Navidad, asl, naa 
para los regalos que han tenido Ja amab! a 
de enviarnos a nosotras, les enviamos ve 
lineas para expresarles nuestro inte 
agradecimiento. 

Tengan presente que en todas las 0 
y circunstancias, nosotras sabemos Te¢' 
lo mucho que se esfuerran por lograr 
felicidad en Langham y los muchos 
ficios que ello les cuesta. gr 

Por todo ello quedan sumamenté a 
decidas y afectuosamente les saludan. 

Celia Echevarria P 

D. Rosales de Echevarr'# 

Amada Renouard 

Berta Echevalea 

Rafacla Collado. er 
(Distinguished members of the P.P.U» % 
to be remembered by us: 

We are most grateful to yo 
which you gave to the Langha pro 
who are so fortunate as to receive ye his 
tection and kindness, when you sent © h 
own present for Christmas Day. er se 
and for the presents which you so kin 7 ov 
to us too, we send these lines to expres 
gratitude. P nd in 

Please believe that on all occasions fort 
all circumstances we realize the great © oa. 


casiones 
conocer 
nuestra 
sacri 
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By NIGEI 
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For all this we are very grateful '™ ain | Politi acti 
and with affectionate greetings We ee Zi cal actor 
yours, &c.) «nq most | bet Immern hi 

For me, the words that bring edge fa Ween the 
pleasure are: “The Peace P ri) proach whei 
Union, ever to be remembere * the | liy; world to 
and, with these underlined, I offe ‘ng in a peri 


the 
letter to all those members ora 


P.P.U. who have, since last : 
accepted a large share in our Tra 
sibility for Basque House, an® in 
have never failed us in sympathy, 
cooperation, and in understandinB- 


Members write on 


PSYCHOLOGY 


I have read with interest the Bs. 
lished in PEACE NEWS of saat 
suggesting that the P.P.U, should ogy: 
organization for the study of psycho 
seems to me one of the most pract N 
that we, as paci , can do. . 

pacifists. 4: DOROTHY pRA! 


pu 


Eynsham, 
30 Shinfield Road, Reading. 


GROUP TRAINING __., 


A number of members of our groveanite 
that P.P.U. activities should include & Gress 
training in non-violence. ea be 
book is not enough. We have 8° sgcts. 
experienced as well as theoretical # if a 
We should therefore be very grate tical 
P.P.U. member who has had prac’ tence 
perience of group training 1 cet, pal 
would be good enough to let me ee with 
form this group training has taken 
what results. 
JOANNA DELAFIELP” up. 
Secretary, London, ™“" 

22 Sussex Gardens, 

London, W.2. 
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By NIGEL SPOTTISWOODE 


N this column I shall discuss each 
week the talk given the previous 
Week in the BBC series, The Way of 
Peace. My object will not be to 
harangue the speaker for not being a 
Pacifist, but rather to assume he is sin- 
Cere and to:discover on what points 


We are in agreement and, when 
We disagree, the reasons for our 
divergence. 


_In the first talk, Sir Alfred Zimmern 
defined the purpose of the series when 
he said, ‘We are here to talk politics, 
Not religion.” He was having a dis- 
Cussion with ‘Mr. Everyman” who, in 
the light of his knowledge of human 
Nature was doubtful whether war 
Could ever be overcome. Zimmern 
thought it could, and proposed to con- 
Sider political means whereby this end 
Could be achieved. 

In choosing this line he showed an 
Understanding of the man in the street 
Which pacifists should emulate. For, 
NM the mind of Mr. Everyman, politics 
4nd religion are worlds apart; politics 
are practical, dealing with the affairs 
f this world—religion is idealistic and 
Mdividual, having little contact with 

e hard world of reality. 

Personally, 1 believe this distinction 
10 be false, but my reasons for such an 
“Northodox belief, being essentially 
Philosophical, are difficult to com- 
Municate to Mr. Everyman in general 
lems. Hence 1 do not expect him to 
SWallow my belief whole. I can only 
Persuade him of the truth of the 
8neral proposition by convincing him 
™ particular examples. 

The man who claims to overcome 
War by purely political methods starts 
With a great advantage over the 
Pacifist, for, in the mind of Mr. Every- 
Man, war is a political phenomenon 
4nd so can only be dealt with politic- 
ally, by means of pacts and policies 
4nd other collective methods. To him, 
Pacifism is all right if you feel that 
Way, but it's your own individual affair, 
80 don’t make out that it will cure an 
*ssentially political occurrence like 
War. We can only convince him that 
We are realists by showing him the im- 

ations of our beliefs in terms of 
Political action. 
becimmern himself bridged the gulf 
4 Ween the religious and _ political 

PProach when he ascribed the ills of 
“© world to the fact that “we are 
Ving in a period of the world’s history 

€n the economic interdependence 
nesht about by modern science has 

St yet developed into a condition of 

lal interdependence.” 

i he material results of applied 
Bence have outstripped the growth of 
4 T imagination. Science has enabled 

§ to drink China tea, but our imagi- 
he has not grown sufficiently for 
re fo be aware of the reality of our 

tionship with the Chinese labourer. 
Pol; lus the exponent of a_ purely 
ma solution agrees at the very 
it that the problem is basically 

Mtnal, And we in our turn must 

Ow him that we are aware of the 


Polit; h 
avitica) consequences of our spiritual 
PProach, 


i... 
Stening groups formed.—Page 12.) 


WINTER 


9 DAYS 


YOUTH HOUSE, 


SNOW, SUNSHINE, JOLLY COMPANIONS 
INTERNATIONAL YOUTH TOURS, LTD. 


INCLUDING SKIS AND TUITION 


BAVARIA - TYROL - SWISS ALPS 


SEND FOR PROGRAMME TO: . 
250 CAMDEN ROAD, LONDON, N.W.1. 


PEACE NEWS 


for War 


SURVEY SHOWS 

“HARDEST CYNICISM” 

VV ORE than six out of every ten 

4 men in Britain today would 
not volunteer in the event of 
war; 

Nearly eight out of every ten 
women would not urge their 
husbands to volunteer. { 
This is the result of one of a series 

of surveys of public opinion carried 

out by Cavalcade, weekly news- 
magazine. 

Interviewers conducting the surveys 
are scattered throughout the country. 
Results obtained are claimed to be 
within two percent accurate for the 
whole country. 

An attitude of “the hardest 
cynicism” toward war was found 
among those questioned. Among 
men and women the age group be- 
tween thirty and fifty yielded the 
strongest anti-war sentiment, while 
those under thirty were the least 
“*peace-minded.” 

Reporting these results, Cavalcade 
added a brief outline of the stand- 
point and growth of the Peace Pledge 
Union. The results of the survey 
drew the comment that “the outlook 
for British pacifist organizations ap- 
pears good,” although “the Govern- 


ment senses the danger of war.” 
anne es 


Students’ Policy 


Opposition to introduction of con- 
scription in peace time, and denuncia- 
tion of the militarization of y.outh 
were expressed by the recent con- 
ference in London of the Inter- 
Schools Peace Federation. 

Other points from the minimum 
policy adopted included :— 

We declare that the chief causes of war are 
economic, and determine to work for the 
removal of these. 

We believe that the true basis of peace is 
closely bound up with the maintenance of 
democracy and the extension of social justice 
at home as well as abroad. . 

We determine to defend the rights of 
school students to form their own societies 
concerning peace, and to express their own 
views on the question. 

Those interested who wish to form 
a branch of the federation in their 
school are invited to write to G. Brian 
Phillips, 13 Park Avenue, Bush Hill 
Park, Enfield, Middlesex. 


GOING, 
GOING... 


THE original hand - lettered and 

decorated manuscript of Patriot's 
Hymn of Peace—Peace Pledge Union 
members who were at last year's 
Swanwick camp will remember it—is 
up for sale in aid of the Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Fund. 

The author had intended to 
give it to Dick Sheppard himself 
as a present. 

Everyone interested should write to 
the P.P.U. at 96 Regent Street, Lon- 
don, W.1 (where the manuscript may 
be seen), making an offer. The highest 
bid will secure it. 


eee 


SPORTS 


£9 15 0 


This peace stall, held recently by the Chorlton-cum-Hardy group 
of the Peace Pledge Union, was an unqualified success. 
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{IS IT PEACE? |Six Out of Every Ten Men W4uld Not Volunteer 
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In one 


day about 1,000 pamphlets were distributed, and 53 copies of 
PEACE NEWS were sold. 


PACIFISTS’ PLAN FOR ACTIVE 


Peace Congress in 
Bristol 


"THIS year’s National Peace Congress 

is to be held in May at Bristol, 
according to an announcement by the 
National Peace Council. 


The council also announces two new 
publications in connexion with its 
campaign on the basis of the Charter 
for Peace and Social Justice. 


Buying War Preparation—the Cost 
to You is the second of the series of 
Campaign Notes giving information 
upon the economic and social effects 
of rearmament and war preparation, 
specially prepared for speakers and 
active peace workers. For Your 
Family’s Sake is an inexpensive 
popular illustrated feaflet (5s. 6d. per 
1,000 copies) utilizing the “strip- 
cartoon” method of the commercial 
advertisers and prepared particularly 
for use among women and women’s 
organizations. 


Religious Book Club 


Probable formation of a Religious 
Book Club was announced by Mr. 
Victor Gollancz at a Left Book Club 
rally in the Albert Hall on Sunday. 

The new club would be linked with 
the Left Book Club and would be 
under the direction of the Dean of 
Canterbury, who was chairman at an 
overflow meeting. 


More Pacifist Councillors 


News of the election of two more 
pacifists to their local council (in this 
case, Marylebone) has just reached 
PEACE NEWS. They are: the Rev. 
Walter Long (Christian Pacifist Coun- 
cil), and Mrs. Anne L. Parker (Peace 
Pledge Union). 


A. LESLIE JARRATT 


Motor Engineer 


Churchfield Ave., Finchley, N. 12 


will be pleased to have the 
opportunity of servicing your car 


NEW AND SECOND-HAND CARS 
SUPPLIED 
London Members phone 


HILLSIDE 2744 to arrange for 
collection 


SERVICE 


From Our Own Correspondent 


ESIROUS of continuing 
their cooperation with 
Charles Stuart’s Good Com- 
panions, the City of London 
Group of the Peace Pledge 
Union is considering plans for 
active service during the hopping 
season. 

Members feel that there are many 
ways in which help could be given 
and that many groups could partici- 
pate. 

The present plan ts to transport 
as many hoppers as possible to the 
fields and back, and a special fund 
for that purpose has been started. 
It is hoped that interested groups 

(including, at least, all those in or 
near hopping districts, and in areas 
from which hoppers are drawn) will 
communicate with “Hops,” care of 
City of London P.P.U. group, 13 
Paternoster Row, E.C.4. 

The aim of the Good Companions 
—the body founded by Charles Stuart 
—is to relieve misery by service, not 
charity. 


Pacifists at Synagogue 


Several members of the Peace 
Pledge Union were amongst “those in- 
vited by the Rev. W. W. Simpson, 
chairman of the Friendly Discussion 
Circle for Jews and Christians, to 
attend a social given by Rabbi Dayan 
M. Gollop at Hampstead Synagogue 
last week. 

The Rabbi gave a short talk on the 
origin and purpose of a synagogue, 
and the visitors were shown round the 
building. 

After refreshments the choir sang 
several Hebrew melodies, many of 
which were composed by the choir- 
master, who conducted. 


"... at last the right book has been written’ 


THE HEART 


The Prevention and Cure of Cardiac Conditions 


By JAMES CG. THOMSON 
[Thorsons, 3s. Gd.) 


A. S. Neill writes—"*... the most optimistic book 
I have read on any medical] subject...I wishI 
could give away a million copies." 

From a Medical Doctor:—"’. .. . I feel that at 
last the right book has been written. .. the needs 
of both patient and:practitioner are supplied. 
Health & Life Editorial; —"*. . . combining 
sound physiology. sound reasoning. sound psy- 
chology and sound instruction . . . has its roots 
firmly in the strong soil of observation, techni- 
cal knowledge and experience.” 


From all Béoksellers. or 3s. 10d. by past from 
E.S.N.T., 11 Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh, 3 
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Peace Aetvs 


Editorial, Publishing, and Advertisement Offices: 
59 Waterfall Road, London, N.11 


Tel: Enterprise 1888 
Subscription Rates: 
Quarterly: 2s. 9d. Yearly: 10s. 6d. 


THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all who accept the 
pacifist doctrine, no matter what their approach. Its activity 
is not confined to the registration of those who are opposed 
to war, but promotes and encourages a constructive peace 
policy. Members are attached to local groups designed 
to achieve a communal peace mentality and extend the in- 
fluence of pacifism by propaganda and personal example. 


Give your pledge on a post card:— 


I renounce war and I will never support or |’ 


sanction another. 


Sign this, add your address, and send the card to The Peace 
Pledge Union, 96 Regent Street, London, W.1. 
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“LETS ALL PRETEND” 


WAJHO was it said: “You can fool some of the 
«Y people all the time, and all the people some of 
the time; but you can’t fool all the people all the 
time”? A government using every means of publicity 
and propaganda to persuade the fairly level-headed 
British public that there is safety in what are euphe- 
mistically called Air Raid Precautions would do well 
to remember the saying. For if the people living in 
our great cities should find out by actual and frightful 
experience that the recommended ways and means of 
protection from calamity during air raids were prac- 
tically worthless—discover, moreover, that the most 
important purpose of A.R.P. was to create a smoke- 
screen before the face of reality, ‘then there would 
be trouble; and the only people responsible for that 
trouble would be those who had wittingly practised 
deception upon the public. 

In common honesty, all propaganda apart, let us 
try to envisage actuality for a moment. 

To begin with, A.R.P. mean pouring money down 
the sink in millions, unless there is almost a certainty 
that A.R.P. will be needed. To be needed at all there 
must be enemy aeroplanes overhead. Therefore the 
statement that A.R.P. are essential is a perfectly frank 
acknowledgment that “the bomber will always get 
through” and is fully expected to do so. 

Now let us think, if we are able—and it takes some 
imagination—in terms of the stupendous complexity 
of life in a modern city. One can go on thinking 
about this for some time and still only touch the 
fringes of the truth; for the city dweller has become 
so innured to complexity, and so dependent for life 
upon it, that complexity has actually become part and 
parcel of his very existence. He does not know, and 
can’t really imagine what it would mean to be bereft 
of those extra limbs which our complex civilization 
adds like antenne to his physical body. 

And now, into this inextricable network of living 
complexity, let us hurl the stark simplicity of high- 
explosive, incendiary and gas-poisoning bombs. Then 
let us ask ourselves whether it is imaginable that any 
semblance of this living complexity can be sustained 
in the face of such wholesale, death-dealing simplicity. 
It is said that hope springs eternal; but the person 
who can go on hoping that life in cities like London 
and Glasgow could be maintained under an air raid 
of the proportions envisaged by these immense A.R.P. 
is a person who goes on hoping simply because he 
dare not face the facts. He should be given his gas- 
mask, incendiary-bomb shovel and bucket free, along 
with his ticket to the nearest asylum, 

Government spokesmen have been calmly telling 
us what the enemy will not do: they will not use 
armour-piercing shells, says Mr. Churchill. Will his 
statement prevent them? Or will they take the hint 
and learn from it what they are best advised to do? 

“Ah, but,” says the would-be prudent, “A.R.P. will 
afford some protection: you can’t deny it.” It is as 
undeniable as that an umbrella would afford some 
protection from a volcano in eruption. Punch missed 
its mark in portraying Lord Arnold beneath an 
umbrella inscribed “I don't believe in war.” The 
figure should have been the Home Secretary, and the 
wording on the umbrella should have read: “I believe 
in A.R.P.” The horror and the abomination is that 
the British public should be constrained by propa- 
ganda into hoodwinking itself into belief that shelter 
may be found under such an umbrella if the volcano 
should erupt. 
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The Impact of Imperialism—3 


articles I dealt with 
the spectacular 
the Kurds and_ the 
Assyrians as a result of 
the World War. I shall 
now conclude with a 


|: the two previous 


chaos that has befallen 
the entire Middle East 
—the home of the 
Arabs—as a result of 
tragedies suffered by 
that same war, a war which was waged in their 
country (according to official proclamations by 
General Maud in Baghdad and _ General 
Allenby in Jerusalem) to restore to them their 
ancient freedom and glory. 

To many people in England the Arabs are 
those who were responsible for the Mahdi’s 
rebellion and the murder of General Gordon at 
Khartoum. Thus, not a few English people 
imagine the Arab race as almost black and 
savagely fanatical and cruel. 

In actual fact the Arab is Semitic in race and 
is not a “coloured” man in the generally 
accepted sense of the word. Many Arabs are 
quite fair and not a few have blue eyes.. Neither 
is the accusation of fanaticism or cruelty by any 
means justified and, if we must generalize, 
tolerance and generosity are more characteristic 
of them. 

By the end of the World War the entire Arab 
world, other than Arabia itself, had passed into 
the possession of the Allies and had in fact been 
conquered from the Turkish Empire mainly by 
British forces, although there had been a little 
nominal help from the French for political 
reasons. 

These conquests had been accomplished with 
considerable military help from the Arabs 
themselves. A well-known instance of this was 
Lawrence’s adventure in Arabia. The Arabs 
had been led to believe that an Allied victory, 
toward which so many of them had been per- 
suaded to contribute, would result in a newly- 
formed Arab Empire extending from the 
Mediterranean to the Persian frontier. 

Such illusions were first dispelled when the 
new Russian revolutionary government pub- 
lished the secret Sykes-Picot agreement in 
which Great Britain had promised France that 
Syria should form part of her spoils of war. 
Another disillusion followed when the Balfour 
Declaration promised the Jews a national home 
in Palestine. A final blow to Arab aspirations 
was dealt at Versailles when the whole of the 
former Turkish Empire which had been con- 
quered by our forces was split up into Man- 
dates instead of being handed over to their 
Arab inhabitants as independent areas. 

The unfortunate King Faisal, whom 
Lawrence had assisted into Damascus, was the 
first victim of the general betrayal of weaker 
allies which followed on the Peace, when he 
was driven from his kingdom by the French in 
1919. This was followed, in 1920, by a 
desperate rebellion of the Arabs in Iraq against 
British rule, at the end of which the refugee 
Faisal was offered a new crown in Baghdad. 

In Arabia itself Faisal’s father, King Hussain 
of Mecca, who had, with British support in 
arms and money, made himself ruler of the 
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cus was shelle The joy of little Jimmy's heart 
Was not his wooden horse and cart, 
Pop-Eye sailor, Donald Duck, 
Trumpet, drum, or play-hour book ; 
Even not the Nazi tunic 
Sent by Cousin Carl in Munich. 
The apple of the eye of James 
Was bought at Southend on the Thames— 
A spade and bucket with which he 
Could make sand castles by the sea, 
While father, free from Jimmy's tricks, 
Could swot Precautions: Handbook Six. 
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. And all was quiet as a mouse, 
When father read, ‘Each dwelling house 
Should have at hand in case of raid 
Sand, bucket, and long-handled spade.” 
“Carpe diem,” loud he crowed, 
(All the Latin that he knowed. 
Or should T say, ‘‘loud he crew,” 
All the Latin that he knew?) 
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“No offence,” his father cried, 
As Jim sobbed at mother’s side. 
“These will help defend our home 
From the axis Berlin-Rome.” 
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‘Not long after they got back 

From Jim's interrupted vac., 
Raiders came from out the skies 
Taking thousands by surprise. 

Cried Jim’s pa with great aplomb, 
“Watch me catch a naughty bomb.” 
With spade and bucket full of sand 
And Handbook in the other hand, 
He galloped up the attic stairs 

To trap th’ incendiary unawares. 
He had not long to wait his prey; 
An airman threw a bomb his way. 
Jimmy's pa, full of precaution, 

Said, “This bucket is your portion.” 
Scooped from out the conscript pail 
Sand to put upon its tail. 

Imagine Jimmy's father’s face 

When he appoached its resting place 


airs And found it labelled not ‘‘thermite” 
But, oh! “explosive”! ‘Twas not right! 

i Before he could consult his book it 
raphical Went off bang. It was hard luck it 

ed either Made Jim's father kick the bucket. 
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emember Jimmy's father’s fate— 
His A.R.P. turned aspirate. 


suld you do! 2 Pee Of Living 

for : 
reas Bri ERE is “chapter and verse” to support the speaker 
Us jolene ? Whose case against what Will Dyson, the Daily 
ye offered Tald Cartoonist, has called “the cost of dying” is its 
V 


ton the cost of living. 


War ‘ ; 
of, By doings Tom information received from housewives in every part 
aan 5 to a *g Country by the women’s section of the Labour Party 
yuntrie Mf th, me local cost of the British Medical Association's idea 
tie, that 4 fast that is necessary to feed a family of five, it appears 
+ for the ant’ § . ® November last the average was between 28s. 6d. and 
nd Centra © foeared with the B.M.A.’s 22s, 64d. in July, 1933. In 
aA ell ite we. Ng table, the prices in the column headed *1937” 
» hom lowest which could be paid, in October last, for the 
Arabs hat Mentioned, in Glamorganshire, and were supplied by a 
‘ated the! ondent of the Committee Against Malnutrition. Those 
jon 1933” column are the B.M.A. figures for that year. 
‘ab lan Ttem 1933. 1937, 
war, Fromieyct ........ Ib. 6d. 8d. 
1 “cus a Hb. 24d. 34d. 
Damas tom con eee. Hb. 3d. 53d. 
rom Mosul {med beef .. fib. 3d. 34d. 
eings walk Tee OM... dib. 13d. 2d. 
BeSiee e 20z. Id. 13d. 

(| Nias 4b. 34d. 44d. 
hey owe th io... Lipts. 5d. 64d. 
citizens He Sh (cod) Hb. 13d. 1d. 
ands and tev fF ter «8... 4b. 24d. 34d. 

n coun Pg 4Ib. 14d. 2d. 
r OW: la Sus cot T4lb, Is. O4d. Is. 2d. 
ty to the ogy Jon) ae lb. 24d. 24d. 
st argue acs, SIb. 33d. 4d. 

| ae Hb. 3d. 54d. 
sults. died i Cabbage 1117" Hb. Id. Id. 
rd eneral and nine other items which the B.M.A. con- 
~ Pal Stine sy Necessary for a male adult make the total 
+ to say * 1933, Ss. 10}d. October, 1937, 7s. 24d. 

for wae War Means 

an K 

py E ror eit d LTHOUGH it is not possible medically to prove 
fe) study ire, sath States a special committee of the British 
1amme thon. ’ in a report ublished January 7, it 
retribu (Continued oitpage 11, column 4) 


PEACE NEWS 


7 


A Weekly Commentary By J. Middleton Murry 
CONCERNING COMPROMISE 


I WAS a little dashed, the other day, by an 
encounter with an obviously sincere and 


system of air raid precautions practically in- 
comprehensible. So far, as the recent articles 
in The Times have shown, the man-in-the-street 
does not take air raid precautions very 
seriously. Whether that is a good or a bad thing 
for pacifism it is impossible to say. Like most 
human conditions, it is ambiguous. But one 
thing is obvious: that the general atmosphere 
of indifference to A.R.P. is the general atmos- 
phere which permits indulgence to pacifism. 
Personally, I hope that that atmosphere will 
not be dissipated. For although, from one 
angle, it betokens unimaginativeness to persist, 
as this country does, in the old habit of regard- 
ing itself as isolated and insulated, and to live 
in the centuries-old belief that wars are fought 
anywhere but in England, nevertheless that 
illusory security was a safeguard against the 
moral degradation of anticipatory panic. The 
more stubbornly, and foolishly, this country 
refuses to prepare itself for war, in the concrete 
sense of mobilizing itself individually on 
A.R.P., the better in some ways for peace. 
Better no imagination at all than a half-way 
imagination that breeds panic and mass- 
hysteria. 

On the other hand, it seems to me that this 
psychological moratorium imposes on pacifists 
the obligation of making the most of it. It is 
partly my own idiosyncrasy which impels me to 
strengthen my position as a pacifist on what 
may be called the subjective side; but it is also, 
in part, a reaction from my experience of 
socialist politics, of which the fundamental 
fallacy appeared to me the tacit and comfort- 
able assumption that socialist politics was con- 
tinuous with ordinary politics: that the 
socialist movement could be an _ effective 
socialist movement by being a shade to the 
Left of other parties. It is not because I have 
a kind of religious bias that I am deeply 
sceptical of the efforts to translate pacifism into 
“politics”; it is because I have seen so much of, 
and been so deeply involved in, some of the 
efforts to translate socialism into “politics.” 
The political equivalents of pacifism, like the 
political equivalents of socialism, are always 
political impossibilities. And just as the 
greatest socialist we English ever had, namely, 
William Morris, declared that he had no faith 
in the foundation of a sdcialist political party, 
because politics meant compromise, and it was 
essential to socialism that there should be no 
compromise, so I am inclined to repeat and 
adapt his prophetic words today: “The aim of 
pacifists must be the founding of a religion.” 


That I happen to believe in a way Morris perhaps 
did not, that not only is there no need to found a 
new religion, but also that it cannot be done; that I 
happen to believe that what is required, and what is 
possible, is the refounding of the Christian religion— 
this is relatively unimportant. It is merely a sign to 
me that if you go on long enough, and try hard 
enough, to say the things that need to be said, there 
is no other way of saying them comprehensibly save 
in terms of Christianity; just as Goethe at the end of 
Faust found that the Christian idiom was the only 
one. I do not know how to tell the world what is the 
matter with it, still less how to tell myself what is the 
matter with me, save in Christian terms. That may 
be my weakness. But I am quite sure that we have at 
least to understand intimately what Morris meant 
when he said that the aim of socialists—pacifists, for 
me, are the same thing—‘must be the founding of a 
religion.” Compromise is of the essence of politics; 
it is not of the essence of religion. 


ardent member of the P.P.U. She said to me 
that she thought the task of the P.P.U. was to 
make the Labour and the Liberal parties 
declare themselves for pacifism. This would 
not be difficult, she said, because they both 
really were pacifist without knowing it: their 


principles were pacifist. All we had to do was 
to persuade them to be faithful to their 
principles. 

Frankly, I did not know what to say in reply. 
I had the desperate feeling that our two minds 
revolved in different orbits; and I murmured, 
rather feebly, that I thought it would be more 
difficult than she imagined, neither did I fore- 
see, within any reasonable space of years, a 
moment at which absolute pacifism would have 
a Parliamentary majority. “In that case,” she 
answered promptly, “we can do nothing.” And 
again I replied rather feebly that I did not see 
things in quite the same way as she. Effective 
political influence was, I thought, of many 
kinds; and if the British Government were once 
aware that there was a solid body of a million, 
or even half a million, signatories of the Peace 
Pledge, determined to hold to it, the knowledge 
would have a very positive effect on British 
policy: because the final foundation of all 
governmental policies today was the unques- 
tioned. belief that they could, in case of 
“necessity,” mobilise the whole nation for war. 
Once seriously sap this foundation, as the 
pledge of a million united pacifists would sap 
it, and anything might happen. Certainly, one 
of the more likely things to happen would be 
that the Government would make a serious 
effort to repress pacifism and pacifists. And 
that, I thought, might be a definite advance: 
not because I am in any way enamoured of 
being repressed, but because it might force the 
great moral or spiritual issue into the conscious- 
ness of the nation. 

For the simple fact was that no modern 
nation, making modern war, could possibly 
tolerate the existence of absolute pacifists. 
Relative pacifists, who were prepared to take a 
non-combatant part in national defence, might 
be tolerated and used: but absolute pacifists 
could not be. Yet it was still a part of the 
tradition of the country that there should be 
toleration of the individual who offered abso- 
lute, but non-violent resistance to participation 
in war. And it seemed to me that the real task 
of pacifists was, by their own existence, to 
compel the nation into some degree of self- 
consciousness—-some actual realization that the 
“liberty” they would be called upon to defend 
by a total organization for mass-murder was 
actually being destroyed in the preparation for 
defence. 

For my own part, I added that even this was 
not so easy as it sounded; and that I did not 
find it difficult to imagine that, if the threat of 
war became more acute by several degrees than 
it is, the general sentiment of the nation would 
be in favour of the suppression of a great 
pacifist organization. The average man would 
find the position of those who refused to parti- 
cipate, for example, in a much more intense 


Recent Publications 


PEACE 


A Catholic’s Cure for the World 


THE CRISIS OF OUR CIVILIZA- 
TION. Hilaire Belloc. Cassell. 
8s. Gd. 

Reviewed by 


GERALD K. HIBBERT 


LIILAIRE BELLOC is always in- 

* teresting, especially when one dis- 
agrees with him—which is often! This 
book will win the hearty approval ot 
Roman Catholics, the sympathy of 
many religious people who are not 
Catholics, and the anathemas of all 
those to whom religion is anathema. 


In brief, its argument is that all 
our troubles have arisen from the 
great “catastrophe” of the Reform- 
ation; and that only a return to a 
Catholic society with the Catholic 
culture can save mankind. 


With the Reformation there came in 
the two chief evils of modern times— 
usury and unrestricted competition. 
These have led to the present capital- 
istic system, which in its turn has bred 
its “hostile younger brother com- 
munism, which is today setting out to 
murder its elder.” 


With communism Mr. Belloc will 
have no truck. He would counter it 
by the better distribution of property, 
the public control of monopolies, and 
cooperative work under the form of 
the guild. His ideas are interestingly 
developed and worked out, and de- 
serve careful study, free from preju- 
dice. 

He strongly emphasizes the 
point that institutions do not 
arise of themselves, but rise from 
a certain spirit inhabiting society, 


ie., from a philosophy or a 

religion. Therefore, he holds 

that “you will not remedy the 
world until you have converted 
the world.” 

This statement, of course, will rouse 
thousands of social reformers to wrath, 
but there are many thousands who will 
go with him in his belief that a true 
religion is the necessary basis for an 
enduring social order—though they 
may not agree that Roman Catholi- 
cism is its best exponent. In short, an 
informative and stimulating volume. 


In Brief... 


MEDICAL AID FOR SPAIN: The 
Work of the Spanish Medical Aid 
Committee, 24 New Oxford 
Street, London, W.1. 3d. 

This is a moving pamphlet, well 
illustrated, giving the story of the 

Spanish Medical Aid Committee's 


activilies since its inception and 
appealing for funds to carry them on. 
That medical aid is, apparently, 


offered to combatants on only one 
side in the Spanish cgnflict need not 
deter us from admiring and support- 
ing the selfless work, often in intoler- 
able circumstances, of those men and 
women who have volunteered to take 
their part in it. 


PEACE - MAKING IN AFRICA: 
How One Man Ended a Tribal 
War. Kathleen Innes. Friends 
Peace Committee, Friends House, 
Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 3d. 
Based on the revolution of the Kru 


The Adelphi 


Founded by J. Middleton Murry in 
1923, and edited by him, exists in 
order to propagate the Socialist- 


Pacifist viewpoint. 


It has however, 


been described as a “Forum for free 
discussion’’ of all those problems, 
religious, artistic and political, 
which concern responsible men and 
women today. The ADELPHI is 
an indispensable addition to the 
periodical literature of the Pacifist 
who seeks to understand the full 
implications of his position. 


‘$i very much hope that 
pacifists, and indeed non- 
pacifists too, will read The 
ADELPHI each month. I 
consider it one of the most 


interesting, 


illuminating 


and stimulating magazines 
to be obtained in these 


days. 


I can say in all sin- 


cerity that I eagerly look 
forward to my copy each 
month, and that I find that 
lam never disappointed.’’ 


Dick Sheppard 


The ADELPHI is issued by subscription at 6/- per annum. No profits are 


made on it. 
panied by a 13d. stamp, from: 


Specimen copies can be obtained on application, accom- 


THE ADELPHI, THE OLD RECTORY, LARLING 
Nr. NORWICH 


NEWS 


Signposts ... 


VICTORY BY WAR 


1815. Under the Second Treaty 
of Paris the Prussians and_ their 
allies, including the English, forced 
upon the French an unwanted king 
and an army of occupation. 


lea's to 


January 22, 1938 


... from History 


MORE WAR 


1852. Napoleon lil, helped by 
glorious memories of Napoleon I, 
made himself Emperor of the 
French, rearmed them, and engaged 
in war in the Crimea, Italy, and 
Mexico. S.D.U. 


tribes against the Government of 
Liberia in 1932, this useful pamphlet 
outlines the work of Dr. Mackenzie 
(sent by the League Council) in bring- 
ing the turmoil to a close. 

The author ends her pamphlet by 
reviewing the methods exercised by 
Dr. Mackenzie, winding up by saying 
that the doctor saw that “arms make 
wars, and that disarmament removes 
fears and leads to peace. The Kru 
Chiefs saw he was right.” But, she 
asks, “when will the ‘civilized’ nations 
see this too?” 


Around the world the message 
send—“World justice means world 
peace.” This is the wording of the 
latest coloured poster published by 
the Friends’ Peace Literature Com- 
mittee for the Friends’ Peace Com- 
mittee, Friends House, Euston Road, 
London, N.W.1, and the Northern 
Friends’ Peace Board. Spring Bank, 
Rawdon, nr. Leeds. 


Let's Hold a Meeting—3 


PUBLICITY 


VOU have now—or should have—an 

ample supply of posters and hand- 
bills. Begin by attending to one of the 
most valuable forms of publicity—the 
pulpit. 

A poster and some handbills should 
be sent to every clergyman and 
minister in the district asking him to 
draw the attention of his congregation 
to the meeting. 

Make a special effort to see that 
cooperative societies, political party 
headquarters, rotary clubs, social 
clubs, and hostels are all circularized. 
It may even be possible for a member 
of your group to meet the committee 
of one of these organizations to ex- 
plain the object of the meeting and get 
their support. 

Advertise the meeting in the local 
press and you will have no difficulty 
in persuading them to take a “write- 
up.” 

Ask picture houses to show slides 

advertising the meeting. This form of 

publicity may have to be paid for, but 
it covers a very wide section of the 
public. 

Shops should be asked to put posters 
in their windows. In_ hairdressers, 
tobacconists, tea-shops, tram shelters, 
and other places where the public 
spends time, a poster and handbills 
inside are useful. , 

Ideas for last-minute publicity:— 
Distribution of handbills outside 
factories. House-to-house distribu- 
tion of handbills. Parade of sand- 
wich boards on the principal streets. 


Next Week: Other Preparations. 


Drama 
ANYONE INTERESTED ? 


A list of plays suitable for pacifists 
will be sent from P.P.U. headquarters 
to anyone interested. There is also a 
drama section in the library, which has 
been well used during the last few 
months. 

a * 

National Play Bureau, 1697 Broad- 
way, New York City, U.S.A., offers a 
summary of 85 anti-war plays for 25 
cents. 


Stronger than 
All Armies 


THE great benefits to be derived 

from foreign travel cannot be 
over estimated in these days, when 
mutual conciliation between nations 1S 
such an essential factor toward the 
achievement of world peace af 
security. 

The sense of friendship and 
good will that can be create 
among nations, however large oF 
small, by English people taking 
their holidays abroad, must 


MEMBER of the Peace 
Pledge Union going to wot 
in a town strange to her got In 
touch with the local P.P.U. 
group very quickly through find- 
ing PEACE NEWS in the public 
library and inquiring who was 
responsible for putting it there. 

Are there any pacifist groups 
which have not taken steps 10 
get PEACE NEWS into their 
local library? If there are, We 
hope they will now realize what 
an advertisement it can be for 
the cause, and get busy accord- 
ingly. Then let us hear from 
them! 


We have just heard from 
groups and __ individuals tha 
PEACE NEWS _ has een 
accepted by libraries in 

BRIGHOUSE, 


KILMARNOCK (Dick 1 
stitute), and 


PORTSMOUTH (Central), 
SWANSCOMBE, 


bringing the total up to 277. 


ee eee 


surely lay the foundation of al 
great band of unity, which W: 
eventually prove itself to iat 
stronger and more effective i 
all the armed forces of ma 
The Englishman on going 4 
for the first time, acquires a new ato 
sation; that of gaining a glimps¢ ther 
the characteristics of nations © 
than his own. 


proad 
sen- 


EDWARD J. TREBY: 
re 
World Peace 


, hilo 
Impossible!!! against but not with Christ. ae }- 
sopher shows that a knowledge of Christ a und 
kind may be obtained from self-knowledge; 4°" wis 
His knowledge and wisdom and shows that wat 
Peace inay be obtained. The book shows 5 aye of 
is a result of sin and gives a detailed kno gnorance 
it. and you will sin if you remain in wilful or Go nt 
of it. or prevent others from knowing ug jrbout 
insteuct them therein. Expecting Peart ops ai 
sackcloth and ashes is too goad a joke. ly respon 
and abet the sins of lions they are nee de 3 
sible for them. and for them to roundly isewas? 
the sins of other lions and to extol oF to play the 
those of their own is, to put it mildly. nea be 109 
game: charity begins at home. They na deprive 
tender-hearted and not wish to enlighten om forting 
their darlings of indulgence in one they sui 
themselves with the reflection that ! tambs want 
thereby the fault will be their owWB. | a yse the 
to tame lions they must do their duty © itt end 
big stick; to bow and scrape before t ‘of the Boo 
in their being decorated with the orcer a 
If you care for neither God nor eet: 
yourself, go ahead and pile sin upon t 
blush and the consequences will Sworld Peace: 
Cloth 2/6; Paper 1/8, post free. from 


111 Relgrave Road. London. S.wW. 1 
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IDEAS FOR ACTION 


How to Spread the Pacifist 
Message 


4. A reader writes:— 


] was very pleased to see in January 

1 issue of PEACE NEWS some 
Notes on the desirability of writing to 
the press, under the heading of “Ideas 
for Action.” I do not think that the 
Yalue of this medium for propaganda 
Is fully appreciated by P.P.U. folk. 

ere are some points to commend it: 


Large and widespread distribu- 
tion. The average local newspaper has a 
Circulation of, say, 100,000—thus a single 
letter reaches far more people than the most 
Successful public meeting, minus the time, 
Work, and expense, and the disappointment 
Of speaking to an audience which, only too 
Often, is half composed of “converts”! It is 
important to realize that people who, because 
Of prejudice, would not go to a meeting, or 
Teceive Jiterature, will read a letter in the 
Press. 


It’s free—yet the average letter occupies 
Space which,-if occupied by an advertiser, 
Would cost three or four pounds. 


Read by all. Readers are very in- 
terested in the views of the “man in the 
Street’ and turn to them with relief from 
“official” news. M.P.s, councillors, and all 
People of progressive thought read them 
because they are a guide to public opinion. 


Effect. Consistent and persistent letters 
Make readers at least pacifist-conscious, and 
itis reasonable to suppose that, in time, this 
Would influence the policy of the paper. 


Example. The group mentioned below 
as, in the past twelve months, had letters 
Published in the local press which, if put side 
by side, would occupy space to the value of 
174. The total circulation of these letters is 
four and a half million! 


T hope all group leaders will consider 
€ adoption or extension of this most 
Valuable propaganda, 


LESLIE PRICE, 


Group Leader, Little Bromwich 
Peace Pledge Union group. 
256 Cotterills Lane, 
Birmingham, 8. 
RRR rN en SS OS 


Marxism 


| NOTED with interest Mr. Spottis- 

Woode’s notes on the relation of 
Pacifism to capitalist society (PEACE 
NEWS, December 25). 

While we may find ourselves in 
frequent disagreement with orthodox 
Marxists and, more particularly, with 
Srthodox Stalinists, this should not 
Slind us to the fact that Marx has 
Probably more to teach us than any 
Other man or woman yet born. 

, “larx’s greatest achievement was to 
Snow that societies, like biological 
Systems, evolve and obey fixed statis- 
Ucal laws. A study of Marxism would 
Prevent pacifists from falling into the 
ftrors explored by Robert Owen, S. E. 
imon, and Fourier. 

The tendency of Marxists is toward 
ever-simplification and to forget that 
“larxist doctrines are of a statistical 
Nature. Statistical laws only become 
os when large numbers of units are 
Wolved, The laws applying to indi- 
dual Organisms are the far stricter 

‘WS Of heredity and mutation. 

7 he behaviour of individuals is a 
fry complex subject and lies in the 

Pee of psychology. It is in this 
Held that scientific pacifism has largely 
wsen. It is only by a synthesis of the 
Beneral and the individual application 
atta ona! principles that pacifism can 

lain its full effect. 
ased on economics alone, we are 


I : : 

paglhe way of collective security, re- 
bro Sion and violence on_jesuitical 
eee Based on_ individualism 


“a5 tae are led the way of Tolstoy 
* the more e: isti 
Pacifisie extreme Christian 
thee 22 effective synthesis of both 
ay €Xtremes we shall, I believe, not 
he (Sitaaah a peas society, but 
* 2 full realization of man’ 
Potentialities. oa 
, DA 
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Sages 


PACIFISM IN WAR TIME 


Room for Both Kinds 
of Activity 


HE two different opinions about 

pacifism in war time, as presented 
respectively by Captain Mumford and 
Mr. Wellock, surely point to a per- 
manent psychological difference in 
individuals with which every move- 
ment has to reckon, particularly a 
movemient like the pacifist, where fun- 
damental ideals are in question. The 
two types are, roughly, the indivi- 
dualist and the communist. The first 
has as his mainspring fidelity to his 
own inner convictions, no matter what 
the consequences in ostracism, loneli- 
ness, or divorce from the general 


stream of contemporary life. He tends 
to opposition (if his cause is a minority 
one), to no compromise, and he it is 
who will go willingly to the C.O.’s 
prison. 


The second type finds his chief in- 
spiration in comradely work. His 
instinct is to build on human feelings 
which are shared by everybody, to be 
helpful, doing his propaganda as sug- 
gestion rather than as criticism, and 
feeling that to lose touch with the 
general run of his fellows is to sterilize 
all goodness in himself. 


It is of no use to ask which of these 
two lines, broadly, the Peace Pledge 
Union ought to take: they are symp- 
tomatic of a radical difference in indi- 
vidual methods of living. Unless a 
movement can find room for both 
kinds of activity, it will mean the 
frustration of one or other of these 
two types to whom their own mode of 
life and thought is basic, and not to be 
altered without doing violence to their 
deepest natures. 


EVELYN MAUDE. 
The Copse, Oxted. 


Stop the War 


The right action of a pacifist once 
war has come about is to use every 
endeavour to stop the war, and the 
most effective endeavour would be 
obstruction of the war machine. 


W. P. BROOKES, 


“Ardlui,’ Constance Road, 
Whitton, Middlesex. 


Captain Mumford 
Replies 


I CAN hssure Mr. Andrew (PEACE 
NEWS, January 8) that I had no 
intention whatever of making any 
unfavourable comparison between the 
pacifist activities during the last war 
and the present work of the Peace 
Pledge Union. It is indeed obvious 
that the P.P.U. has not yet faced com- 
parable difficulties and, therefore, that 
any such comparison would be an 
impertinence. 

1 did, however, argue that the “abso- 
lutist” position is one that is difficult 
for the general public to understand, 
and thus had brought relatively few 
converts to pacifism. 

If a war comes, the consciences of 
many will lead them to refuse any 
manner of cooperation with a civiliza- 
tion so brutal and so futile—and they 
will be right. The consciences of 
many others will lead them to take 
some active part in the alleviation of 
suffering that must come—they also 
will be right. 

Both sections must work together 
within the P.P.U. and my articles were 
written in the hope that they would 
raise a general discussion so that when 
the time of trial comes we shall all 
appreciate both points of view. 

Let us try and achieve freedom 
within the movement without splitting 
ourselves into ‘extremist’ and 
“moderate” groups, a fatal cleavage 
that has done much harm to many 
good causes. 

PHILIP S. MUMFORD. 


(Captain Mumford will reply further next 


week). 
“Start Now” 


Captain Mumford (PEACE NEWS, 
January 1) says 

Our declaration would then set out the 
humanitarian activities such as taking charge 
of civilian wounded. 

Why not ask our members to take 
a course of St. John Ambulance train- 
ing now? 


49 Rita Road, 
London, S.W.8. 


ERIC D. ROWE. 


Premature 


Any talk at all of plans for the next 
war is an entirely premature admission 
of defeat. 

D. MAUNDEN. 
“St. Winifred’s," Wickham Road, 
Shirley, Surrey. 


BARRIERS TO PEACE 


I privileged interests are blocking the 
way to peace (PEACE NEWS, 
October 23, 1937). These are material 
interests; they are in continuous con- 
flict and always lead to war. 


Pacifists have always been divided 
over the causes of war. Some main- 
tain that the cause of war is psycho- 
logical, while others hold the view that 
it is economic. Much energy has been 
wasted in this sterile controversy. The 
truth is that both causes are interlaced. 


The first great cause of war is land 
monopoly. The people of all countries 
are wage slaves and are mortgaged to 
the landlords. If the power of these 
overlords is not broken then the next 
war is inevitable. The only way to 
end landocracy is to tax the land to its 
full ground rent value. I advise your 
readers to study the writings of Henry 
George. 


The second cause of war is trade 
SSeS EEE 

Letters to the Editor should be as short as 
possible and written on one side of the paper 
only. Qwing to the pressure on space we 
reserve the right to publish extracts from 
letters. 

Correspondents must send their names 
and addresses, though not necessarily for 
publication. 


READ your article on how certain | restriction. 


Universal freedom of 


trade will remove this. 


The third cause is competition for 
markets. Competition is the law of 
the jungle. Voluntary cooperation is 
the law of love which must supersede 
it. 

I appeal to all your readers to work 
for these measures. Let them not be 
side-tracked by issues such as religion 
and agnosticism. If they do not face 
these issues boldly then all their efforts 
for peace are doomed to failure. 


F. W. BOURKE. 
Auckland, New Zealand. 


ARE YOU 


a pacifist? Then why not live 
amongst peace lovers? Concord 
is a strictly vegetarian and inter- 
national guest house, conveni- 
ently situated for the West End. 
Table tennis. From 52s. 6d. 
week. Students’ cubicles, with 
board, 35s. No irritating extras. 
Phone BAY. 0736. Mrs. F. E. 
Morgan, 23 Pembridge Villas, 
London, W.11 


CONCORD HOUSE 


DISARM THE NURSERY 


[Tv is a pity that J. G. Harrison 

(PEACE NEWS, January 8) should 
make such efforts to approve military 
toys. Hope of sane and peaceful life 
in the future surely depends upon the 
development in the rising generation 
of a positive aversion to military ideas 
and things. 


J. G. Harrison remarks that a toy 
soldier is only ‘a painted dojl on a 
horse.” What then is a toy mechanical 
bombing ‘plane? 

Military toys have always presented 
to the child mind a miniature picture, 
attractively coloured, of the existing 
military scheme: and makers are now 
producing working models of all the 
destructive machinery of modern war. 
These are certainly not mere “pop- 
guns and water-pistols,” but definite, 
concrete expressions of the worst 
aspect of life at the present time. It is 
indisputable that this early familiarity 
with emblems of destruction is the first 
step in the making of minds predis- 
posed (at least) to conform to the pro- 
cesses of militaristic thought. 


“Shooting with a bow and arrow, 
knocking down coconuts, and playing 
darts or ninepins” do not contain any 
idea of militarism. They constitute 
healthy vents for juvenile energy and 
enthusiasm. Nobody wishes to repress 
them, or any other clean amusement. 


The thing that matters is the under- 
lying idea. Toy soldiers and imple- 
ments of war are unquestionably 
vehicles of the military idea: and the 
pretty colours that cover them so 
attractively only disguise the ugliness 
of reality. . 

E. E. BRISCOE. 
Littlecote, Hever, 
Edenbridge, Kent. 


I quite agree with Mr. Harrison that 
to use a gun to hit a coconut, or to 
rescue imaginary damsels, is not dan- 
gerous if the child takes it that the gun 
is made only for these purposes. 


But the child knows the gun is the 
thing which is used to kill human 
beings who don’t do what we want 
or who prevent us from doing or 
taking what we want. 


I have just returned from Italy, 
where one of my young nephews, aged 
five, got a gun as a Christmas present 
from his father on leave from Abys- 
sinia. With the gun there were targets, 
in the shape of wild animals; but, 
naturally, the child pointed the gun 
also at persons. He was severely repri- 
manded by his father one day while I 
was present. I could not help remark- 
ing: “But my dear, you have done it 
yourself, and with guns more dan- 
gerous than that one.” 


A. G. NASH. 
46 Lowman Road, 
London, N.7. 
Sadism 
I have often thought over the 


Strange vein of sadism which con- 


stantly appears in apparently innocent 
children. 1 am convinced that cruelty 


is not natural to children, for thwarted 
love is the fundamental cause of 
sadism. 


A child, whipped by his father, will 
nearly always react by hating, and the 
mind is probably more hurt than the 
body. 


Sadistic tendencies shown by 
numerous adults are generally due to 
wrong treatment in childhood. War 
satisfies the unconscious sadists, albeit 
their underlying desires are hidden by 
so-called heroic motives. 


As long as we continue to educate 
our children in such a way that they 
grow up with suppressed sadistic 
desires, war will be an inevitable out- 
come of civilization. 


PATIENCE SCOTT. 


Bleak House, Queen's Park, 
South Drive, Bournemouth. 
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PERCY W. BARTLETT answers 


That “POLICE FORCE Argument’’ 


HE policeman analogy crops 
T: again and again at ques- 

tion time in meetings for the 
explanation of pacifism, though its 
falsity has been exposed by paci- 
fist speakers time after time. 


Is there in this policeman argument 
a kernel with which the pacifist has so 


far not been able to deal? Let us run 


over the ground again as carefully as 
we can. 


“Policeman” is a term hard to 


define; but let it be assumed that the 
pacifist’s questioner has the London 
civil policeman in mind as the example 
best suited to his purpose. The pacifist 
will wish to reserve the right to criti- 
cize a number of things seen even in 
the London police; but he will not, at 
any rate for the purposes of the present 
argument, wish to move for abolition. 


“Ah,” interjects the questioner, 
“then you accept the policeman's pro- 
tection?” One moment. Let us go 
into the question of protection, if 
necessary, when we have examined the 
analogy. 


The suggestion is that if the 
policeman’s relation to the domestic 
burglar be accepted by the pacifist, 
then he should support the creation 
of an international police force to 
deal with the criminal nation. It 
is with the validity of that argu- 


ment that we are concerned. 


It is assumed that, if not the League 
of Nations, then some other inter- 
national body has declared a nation 
guilty of aggression, because, for 
example, it has gone to war without 
submitting its case to arbitration, A 
small point is just worth noting here: 


Whereas the policeman apprehends an 
alleged criminal and takes him to court, so 
that the declaration that he is a criminal 
follows his apprehension, the process is 
reversed in the supposititious international 
case. There, a nation or a government is 
first declared to be an aggressor and then 
dealt with by the proposed police force, the 
police force being instructed either to restrain 
or to punish the aggressor. 


As regards the suggested analogy, 
there are two main points for con- 
sideration: 


One concerns the action that a policeman, 
properly so called, may take in relation to 
a criminal, or rather to an alleged criminal; 


The other concerns the problem of the 
identity of the actual criminal when nations 
are concerned. 


The civil policeman may not deal 
with the alleged criminal himself. 
He is debarred, at least in England, 
from doing more than apprehend the 
man and bring him before the court. 
The court in a serious case consists 
of persons who are independent of the 
policeman and whose duty it is impar- 
tially to establish guilt or innocence. 
Only in the case of proved guilt may 
the judge pronounce sentence. 


The proceedings are throughout 
closely safeguarded both by law and 


by tradition, an extremely important 
point; and at no point may violence be 
used, 


The sentence, too, is strictly and 
statutorily limited. When the sentence 
has been passed still other independent 
persons are charged with the duty of 
carrying it out, and they also act under 
very stringent regulations. 


Armies Aren't Policemen 


In contrast with all this, the inter- 
national policeman is, under the pro- 
posal, a large body of soldiers (or 
airmen) provided with firearms for 
immediate use and acting together as 
an army. 


They are instructed to restrain a 
guilty ‘“‘nation,” but find themselves 
confronted not by an abstraction— 
Italy, say, or Japan—nor, on the other 
hand, by a clearly identified criminal, 
nor by a group of men known to be 
guilty parties; nor even by a Kaiser or 
foreign secretary or military chief who 
could reasonably be held personally 
responsible for the crimes of his 
government or forces; but either by an 
opposing army or by a non-combatant 
population. 


As soldiers they can do nothing 
but kill, that is to say, inflict the 
extreme penalty on all and 
sundry, men, women, and child- 
ren, soldiers and civilians, with- 
out discrimination. 


They have in fact become not 
policemen charged with a duty 
of haling before a court, but 


14d. per word, minimum 2s. 
Box Number 6d. extra 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


executioners bidden to slaughter 
the innocent in the hope that 
some of the guilty may by chance 
be found amongst them. 


What they are doing is exactly what 
the Allied Armies did in the war of 
1914 against a nation denounced 45 
violators of Belgium. The result of 
that war we already know in path 
though the tale is not fuily told. T0 
describe the action of the Allied 
Armies in 1914, or the action of any 
force sent in 1937 or earlier against 
declared aggressors like Japan, 48 
police action, involves a confusion © 
thought. The analogy is false. 


Again, what there is of soundness 
in the notion of sending a force 1 
execute the sentence of an_ intet 
national court against a nation 
declared to be guilty, rests upon the 
half-assumption that a nation is one 
body, one person, like the individua 
burglar, whereas it is a whole 
population. 


The policeman analogy is 4 
sound because there is no true 
parallel between a criminal perso® 
and a nation or governme? 
adjudged an aggressor. 


We want to see a rule of [aW 
throughout the world, but we know 
from experience that law must j 
redefined, that a new kind of law ae 
be created, and that no policeman, stl 
less any soldier, that we have yet me 
is equal to the job of being its arm. 


Ss 
rey 


(To be concluded) 


Latest time for copy Tuesday 
morning 


BOOKS 
PEACE PLEDGE UNION Lib- 
rary: This is to remind you that there 
is a library of pacifist books at P.P.U. 


Headquarters. Catalogue and borrow- 
ing conditions on application to the 
Librarian, Peace Pledge Union, 96 
Regent Street, London, W.1. 
DRAMATIC 

CAN YOU ACT? Use your talent 
for peace by joining the International 
Pax Players Association. Non-sec- 
tarian, non-political. Particulars from 
Mrs. E. Eunice Horner, 48 Arlington 
Street, London, N.1. 


DUPLICATING 
TO GROUP LEADERS and Secre- 
taries: P.P.U. notices duplicated. 


2s. 6d. for 50; 6d. for every additional 
$0. City Group H.Q. (Llewellyn S. 
Kiek’s “Book Lounge”), 13 Paternoster 
Row, E.C.4. 


EDUCATIONAL 

CLASSES IN WRITING (with a 
little public speaking and poetry also) 
begin Tuesday and Thursday, Feb- 
Tuary 22 and 24, and run fortnightly 
from 8 to 9.15 p.m. Fee £1! 15s. for 
course of 10. Private lessons (by visit 
and correspondence) on similar lines. 
—Miss Dorothy Matthews, 3.a., 
Matthews-Surfleet School of English, 
32 Primrose Hill Road, London, 
N.W.3. PRI. 5686. 


RESPECT FOR THE INDIVI- 
DUAL is the guiding motive of educa- 
tion at Sherwood School, Burgh Heath 
Road, Epsom. Junior House, 3-—-9 
years. Senior House, 9—18 years. 
Vacancies for two boarders. 

FOR SALE 

1933 AUSTIN 10 hip. de-luxe 
saloon. Engine rebored by me, and 
still requires final running in. £50.— 
A, Leslie Jarratt, Churchfield Avenue 
Finchley, N.12. Hillside 2744. See 
advertisement on page five. 


HEALTH AND MEDICAL 
HAZMORRHOIDS, 
treatment. Immediate relief. Abso- 
lute cure. Send 1s. 9d. C. Howship, 
7 The Chase, Romford, Essex. 


VARICOSE and LEG ULCERS. 


Permanently cured without medicine 


by the “Varul Treatment,” an external 
and reliable remedy. Send postcard 


for particulars to E. L. Fry, Manufac- 
turing Chemist, 18 Basing Place, Lon- 


don, E.2. 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES 
ALBUMS, SCROLLS, &c., from 
3 to 100 guineas. 


Ltd., Printers and Publishers, The 
Queensgate Press, Clapham Park, 
5.W.4. 

MEETINGS 


FREE RELIGIOUS MOVEMENT, 
meeting in Lindsay Hall, The Mall, 
Notting Hill Gate, W.8. Sunday morn- 
ings, I! am. Leader: Rev. Will 
Hayes:—January 23, THE NECES- 


SITY OF PACIFISM. The choice |W. 


before human beings today is this: Be 
Pacifists—or Perish. 


PEACE STICKERS 

P.P.U. “STICKERS” 

stamps) may be used on your letters. 

Is. per 100 from Peace Pledge Union, 
56 Regent Street, London, W.1. 


POLITICAL 
PACIFISTS who want a separate 
party but feel unable to join Christian 
Pacifist Party as full or associate 
members write, enclosing stamped 
envelope, to Box 60, PEACE NEWS, 
59 Waterfall Road, N.11. 


Piles—Special 


Battley Brothers 


(adhesive 


PRINTING 
PRINTING of every description 
executed at lowest prices consistent 
with good workmanship. Send for 
estimates.—Standard Press, Margate. 


SITUATIONS 
Wanted 


JOURNALIST, 29, experience all 
branches newspaper work, desires post, 
preferably with scope for initiative and 
development of ideas. Capable taking 
full responsibility and control_—Box 
61, PEACE NEWS, 59 Waterfall 
Road, N.1!1. 


WANTED, experienced vegetarian 
cook and house-parlourmaid for guest 
house.—23 Pembridge Villas, London, 
W.11. 


WANTED, _ strong experienced 
woman, good references, for all 
domestic work, mornings and even- 
ings, or could live in, free afternoons. 
esis 11 Fairfax Road, London, 


TO LET 
FURNISHED ROOM, use of 
kitchen; 10s. 6d. weekly. Business girl. 
—227 Copenhagen Street, Islington, 
N.1. 


TYPEWRITING 
THE SOUTH LONDON TYPE- 
WRITING BUREAU (Mabel L. 


Eyles), 51 Ruskin Walk, Herne Hill, 
S.E.24. Telephone Brixton 2863. Du- 
plicating, typewriting, private short- 
hand lessons, speed practice, &c. 
Prices on application. 


Please send names and addresses of anyone who might be interested 
to receive specimen copies of PEACE NEWS to the publishing office, 
59 Waterfall Road, London, N.11. 


TYPING FOR “PEACE.” Jeans 
Typing: and Duplicating ona 3 


waiting for any jobs you may 
large or small. Speed, efficiency, 2 
low charges. Phone Bishopsgate ol 
7 Broad Street Station, Liverpo 

Street, E.C.2. 


WANTED , 
SECOND-HAND TYPEWRITE™ 
any make, but Royal preferred. Hox 
use of struggling P.P.U. group." fall 
62, PEACE NEWS, 59 Water 


Road, N.11. _— 


WHERE TO STAY 


COTSWOLDS. In the “Valley, e 
Peace.” Food Reform (vegetary g 
Guest House. Old world charm: gt 
fires: house car: 24 guineas (ex 
August), Manager an ¢X- Oe 
“Fortune's Well,” Sheepscombe, ® 
Stroud, Gloucester. 


a et eee 5 i i 
- tariad 
DERBYSHIRE HILLS.—Vesé 600ft. 


Food Reform Guest House. Alt. +o 
For happy holiday or restful recUrS 
tion. Increased accommodation. 

tral heating throughout; 
water in all bedrooms. Central for 
conferences.—A. & K. S. Ludlow, L 
Briars, Crich, near Matlock. ~ 
Station, Amberg 


— 


Ambergate 44. 

(L.M.S.) ae 

oe ee... - 
DOWNTON, WILTSHIRE. Th 


Guest Hous: 


. H ( 
Wiltshir iver 


e 
t garded: 


Misses Philpott, Country 
The Borough, Downton, 
roomy house on the banks 0 
Avon, standing in a pleasan 


Terms moderate. — 


ds 

MISS Atkinson heartily recom 

cooking, attendance, home atm God: 
and situation of “Brazmell,”, 4 
win Road, Clive Vale, Hasting> 
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More Letters 


America and P.P.U. 


TIN her article “America and the Peace 
1- Pledge Union” in PEACE NEWS of 
(December 25, Miss Vera Brittain says: 

here seems little doubt that if we 
\proach more nearly to the millenium than 
Snow probable, and elect a pacifist govern- 
Ment in Great Britain, the chief problem will 
l€ in bringing the Dominions into line. 
4 As a member of one of those 
Dominions, I feel that this somewhat 
# Weeping statement calls for some 
foOmment. 
}_ To take New Zealand, my own country, 

t. At the end of 1916 conscription was 
MMtroduced. It met with strong opposition 
Md the proportion per head of population 
t refusals to perform military service was 
“gher than in any other country in the 
World. 
. That opposition is still in existence, though 
FT" docs not express itself in attendance at 

tings, or even to any large extent in 
Membership of the pacifist organizations. 

e run a Left weekly, decidedly pacifist 
M tone, and one at least of the four univer- 
ties passed the Oxford Union resolution. 
We have quite a flourishing section of the 
RA, in New Zealand. 

Australia twice turned down conscription 
“ring the war. Pacifist opinion there has 
Not hitherto been well organized, but it has 
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s a whol€ jBtely been stimulated into activity and 
Bfoups similar to the Peace Pledge Union 
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\ ‘ - 9 "9 South Africa conscription was not in- 
ogy 1s an Woduced ee the war. At the present 
is no lime there exists at least individual pacifism 
tinal pers®# {among both the white and the dark races. 
government (Mrs.) MILLICENT BAXTER. 
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rave yet 4g. on Friday, November 12, 1937) 
g its arm. tell something of the financial state of 
the country. Both the books and the 
2d) Stters are far from cheerful poe: 
ihe writer has no doubt that the 
=a fain thing taught to the young Italians 
sday | fom their military marches is how to 
| Tue Bhten their belts. 
#p,Our reference on page three, in 
~EACE NEWS for January 8, 1938, 
tributes the discontent in Sicily 
BR” Jean's Partly to the “disastrous disorganiza- 
"Office fe fain (caused by war) of the great 
O have tie? ur mines.” Although war taxa- 
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psgate rpool inte adversely, yet there is also—if my 
, Live J eeton is correcta very cheap 
a_c€ Of nearly pure sulphur in North 
—=a Berane. Has this nothing to do with 
“ecline (if a in th icili 
EWRITER, industry 2 (if any) in the Sicilian 
‘erred. For J... J. L. WHITE. 
roup-— Fey i North Side, Clapham Common, S.W.4. 
) Wate ‘ 
___— | _Ex-Service Men 
AY |mais 88 ex-soldier, I would like to see 
f | Te activity by Peace Pledge Union 
“valley 9 ~bers amongst ex-Service men. 
(vegetariad) Were we are thousands of men who 
charm: 108 WyoT® fooled into the last war, who 
i (except little: ever again,” just needing a 
ce On Pacincourage to join the ranks of the 
we ‘lfists. Already the Government is 
ombe, Wane to win over these men as air raid 
Tdens, &c. 
—a ‘Ould it not be a good idea at 
Vegetarian - Pacifist conventions and large meetings 
Alt. 600ft. Ten ave a background of ex-Service 
il recuper® Pubic the platform? [ think the 
tion. Cem Non Would then sit up and take 
ition. 4 & [Dac; €, for too often we hear that 
h. An foriea Ifists know nothing OW Py eg 
en 5 "mS: ES. 
udlow, a | § Kenwood Road, Birmingham, 9. 
ck. Teh: 
— rae 1 
est House 
iltshire. 
of the river 
nt gardem 
——— ( 
commends 
tmosphe 2s. 8d. Post Free 


PEACE NEWS 


Let Indians Draw Up 
Their Own Constitution 


[z is impossible for people in Great 
Britain to draft a satisfactory 
constitution for the people of 
India. 

I think ultimately that we shall... 
have to ask the Indians themselves 
to get round a table without inter- 


ference from anyone and set about 
drafting a constitution satisfactory 
to the whole of the people of India. 


This was the view expressed by Mr. 
George Lansbury at a meeting held in 
London last week to welcome Mr. 


Background of Demand 


for Colonies 


"THE present position regarding Ger- 

many’s claim for colonies forms 
the subject of an informative statement 
by Dr. Hilda Clark issued by the 
Peace and Disarmament Committee of 
the Women’s International Organiza- 
tions, of Geneva. 


It is pointed out that many believe 
the colonial demand to be a bargaining 
point to enable Germany to obtain an 
eventual “free hand” in Eastern 
Europe. 


Following are summaries of other 
points from the statement :— 


ECONOMIC NEEDS: Germany's 
position worsened by arms expendi- 
ture. Economic value of ex-colonies 
said to be small, but admitted that 
“a transfer would to some extent 
improve her economic position.” 


PRESTIGE QUESTION: Desire for 
equality stressed as chief motive 
behind demand. 


DIFFICULTIES INVOLVED IN 
TRANSFER: Germany not satis- 
fied with mandates. Consent of 
League members necessary for 
transfer or termination of mandates. 
Interests of native populations. 
Strategic importance of colonies to 
present possessors. 


The statement points out that the 
demand for colonies is quite a recent 
one, and was not made during Hitler’s 
early years of power. 


One Cause of Failure 


That “the representatives of the 
great American and English arms 
manufacturers” had defeated the 
League of Nations on two or three 
occasions just when it was about to act 
to limit the aggressions of belligerent 
Powers is the view, expressed in New 
York last week, of Mr. William E. 
Dodd, late American Ambassador to 
Germany. 


The 1938 Peace Year Book will be avail- 
able by the middle of February. This year’s 
edition is considerably strengthened in its 
reference sections and will be notable for a 
comprehensive section dealing with methods 
of peace propaganda and containing a mine 
of information upon peace films, plays, ex- 
hibitions, &c. 


By 


Subhas Bose, who is expected to follow 
Jawaharlal Nehru as president of the 
Indian Congress. Mr. Bose himself 
said there was no doubt that if the 
British Government “intends to force 
federation upon us it would give rise 
tO a very serious crisis. 


“We are determined to oppose 
federation with all legitimate 
means at our disposal. 


Mr. Reginald Sorensen, M.P., pointed 
out that it was difficult to condemn 
Japanese aggression and to maintain 
a disguised British aggression in India. 


‘“Barbaric form of 
Punishment’? 


LEAD FROM FINLAND 


A SPECIAL campaign for penal 

reform is to be held next month, 
and a Dover correspondent of PEACE 
NEWS points out that this subject has 
a special relevance to pacifism. 

I am (he writes) a convinced pacifist and 
believe that the only way to international 
peace and trust is by first in our individual 
walks of life putting into practice the gospel 
of forgiveness and love. 


At present pacifists have not the strength 
of numbers which could make drastic moves 
for reform internationally, but there are 
sufficient to sway public opinion against that 
barbaric method of punishment, hanging. 


Capital crime would not increase, as is 
generally supposed. This has been proved 
in several other countries. A country can 
spend millions on devices for the destruction 
of human life yet claims it cannot afford to 
keep a few who have committed the sin of 
murder. 

An assistant judge of the Finnish 
Court of Appeal, M. Paavo Soukka, 
told the Howard League of Penal 
Reform last week that 

there had been no executions in 

his country since 1825 except 

during and after the civil war of 

1918, although capital punish- 

ment was an instrument of 

Finnish law. 


Expressing admiration for the Fin- 
nish attitude, Mr. A. H. Lieck, ex-chief 
clerk at Bow Street Police Court, 
suggested a five-year ~ experimental 
period of no executions in England, 
and pointed out that there were prac- 
tical objections to capital punishment. 


This proposal was actually made by 
a select committee in 1930, and could 
be carried out by exercising the King's 
prerogative of mercy. The unlikeli- 
hood of a Home Secretary being pre- 
pared to take this course automatically 
was, however, asserted by the secretary 
of the National Council for the 
Abolition of the Death Penalty in a 
subsequent letter to the Manchester 
Guardian, in which he also. stated 
that: 

When this proposal has been made in the 
past it has been made clear that no Home 
Secretary could act in the manner proposed 
without the sanction of Parliament. This 
would require the passing of a resolution in 
the House of Commons, and it would prob- 
ably be just as easy to proceed with a short 


bill embodying the proposals of the Select 
Committee. 


*..- TOLD BY AN IDIOT” 
A Tragedy of War... 


EVELYN KINGSWOOD 


= . In Three Acts 


THE WESSEX PRESS, TAUNTON 


Platform Pars 


(Continued from page 7, column Bj 
can produce evidence to show that premature 
ageing is more prevalent among ex-Service 
men than others. There is little doubt that a 
large number of ex-Service men are today 
physically and economically incapacitated. 
There are at least 100,000 such men, and this 
number is increasing. 


This England 


IN a leading article (referred to in 
* last week's issue) The Times con- 
tinues to insult its readers’ intelligence 
by declaring that 

the English do not prefer a pretty view, a 
peculiar incident of bird-life, or a neat plan 
for a new housing estate to the safety and 
honour of their country. 

What is their country if not its 
physical features and its inhabitants’ 
achievements? What more honour- 
able than that those achievements 
should be “neat” and in every other 
way well planned? How can war save 
them if the mere preparation for war 
actually destroys them? 


Dishonourable 


O long ago as 570 B.c., Lao-Tse, the 


philosopher and author, said: 
Arms that are made perfect are the instru- 
ments of the wicked and not of the wise. 
All honourable men should repudiate them, 
and refuse to make use of them. 


“Peace” Mission 


HAT pacifists have not only 

“purist” arguments against using 
military means of transport for states- 
men is shown by the following extract 
from The Christian Century, 

President Roosevelt's ‘peace mission” to 
South America last winter produced some 
ironic results. Leaving Brazil to visit 
Argentina, the President was escorted by 120 
airplanes from the Brazilian Army and Navy. 
So impressed were the Argentines by this 
display that within 15 days they had appro- 
priated almost $2,500,000 to buy airplanes 
from the United States. And when Chile 
discovered that the Argentine planes could 
easily cross the Andes—loaded with bombs— 
she too sent an aviation mission to the U.S. 
All in all, it was the biggest armament race 
South America has had in many years. 


LATE NEWS 


If you have difficulty 
in getting PEACE NEWS 


(or if your newsagent is 
unable to deliver it by 


Saturday morning) 
send a card at once te 


59 Waterfall Rd., Londen, N.11 


CURE RHEUMATISM WITH 
ALLYSOL 


THE NATURAL ANTISEPTIC 


Powerful, but harmless. No drug effect. con- 
tains garlic, but does not taint the breath. 


Tablets: Bl- box, post free, from 
G. MILLWOOD, Boxhi!l Road, Tadworth, Surrey 
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| The Devil’s Best 


Peace Pledge Union 


CONTROVERSY PUT 
THEM IN THE NEWS 


From Our Own Correspondent 


ACIFISTS have been described 
by an Aberdeen minister, the 


Rev. J. Grant Fleming, as being | PEOPLE believe war is a necessity. 

d and if a necessity it cannot be a 

as being contrary to Christ’s| sin, however horrible. 

teaching. But the plea 
The secretary of the local group of | devil’s best lie—and the devil takes 


anti-Christian, and pacifism itself 


the Peace Pledge Union took up the} yop only the hindmost but the fore- 
challenge and asked the minister to} jyost as well. P.U. 
state his authority for such a state- So said Laurence Housman in a|23 (Sun.) BICESTER; 7.45 p.m. Con- 
ment. . _ |stimulating address : 
The resulting correspondence in!{ynch-hour meeting of the City of Rev. Leslie 
the local press has given the P.P.U.j{ondon group of the Peace Pledge 
a great deal of- publicity, and! [Union last week. 
several new members. ‘ “Our shortcoming as a nation,” 
Mr. Fleming has promised t|continued Mr, Housman, “lies in the 
deal with the questions sent him at! fact that we are not prepared to make 
the evening service tomorrow week] the sacrifices 


(January 30) and to allow discussion peace. 


afterward. Many other letters ap-| “Jn the Middle Ages wars may 
peared, only one of which was anti-|pave been profitable, but today no man); P.P.U. 
pacifist. war can be waged with profit to P 


Aberdeen will soon have a chance] cither side. 


of hearing more about pacifism, for] necessity, and if we cannot adapt 
in the Friends’ Meeting House, 98} ourselves to a changing world we 


PLEA OF NECESSITY 


From Our Own Correspondent 


to a crowded 


which would secure 


Pacifism is a biological 


: : P.P.U. Admission by programme, roup. 
necessity is the 6d. WESTMINSTER; 1.20 B 
ROMFORD; 7.30 p.m. Unity Christ Church; lunch - now 
Hall; birthday party; R. H. Ward; address; Council of Christi@ 
P.P.U Pacifist Groups. : 


Mechanics 


Crown Street, on Thursday, Dr.|chall perish — and deserve to Thomas; 


Hudson will speak on “The Power perish.” 


of Non-Violence.” Mr. Housman 
Last week P.P.U. members had 4]|Christ as the best political economist 
very interesting debate with the/the world had ever known. Retalia- 
Youth Group of the League of|tion was a common human instinct, 
Nations Union. Although no vote€/and Christ fulfilled the Mosaic law 
was taken it was felt that both sides | of retaliation, 
benefited by hearing each other’s| breeds like, not only in hatred, anger, 
, ; : in pity, mercy, 
A peace council is being formed in| patience, forbearance. 
Aberdeen, to which the P.P.U. will] Mr. Housman stressed the necessity 
of our -being whole-hearted, and gave 
instances where half-heartedness had 
led to dishonesty of thought. “Jf we 
MEMBERS of the Peace Pledge|condemn war,” he said, “we cannot 
Union in Manchester and district admit the ‘necessity’ of armaments, 
have rented an office in the city, and|nor supply them to other nations— 
have already found it very useful for!as we now do under government 
licence—at a profit to ourselves. 
“Our task as pacifists must be 


views. jealousy, 


send representatives. 


Businesslike 


committee meetings, and so on. 
A rota of volunteers is being com- 


said he regarded 


this sense: like 


and Debating Society. 
HARRINGAY; 8.30 p.m. Harrin- 
gay Arena; “China Night’; pro- : 
ceeds to Lord Mayor's Fund for Road; Dr. .A. Herbert Gray, 
the relief of distress in China. 

25 (Tues.) LONDON, N.W.1; 1.20—! oa 
2 p.m. Friends House, Euston] 28 (Fri.) GLASGOW University: !-* 
Road; Prof. George E. G. Catlin 
on “The Labour Party and the 

Peace Committee of 

London Friends. 

DOLGELLY; 7.30 p.m. Public 

Hall; Eric Gill, Miss E. Thorney- 

croft, Lady Artemus Jones, Rev. 

P. J. Davies, and Richard Bishop 

(chairman); P.P.U. 

FINSBURY PARK; 7.30 p.m. 

Methodist Church, Seven Sisters 

Road (opposite Park Gates); meet 

for poster parade; P.P.U. 

PLAISTOW; 7.30 p.m. Mission 4 

Hall, Southam Road; Margaret tional Church Hall, Brightor | : 

Road; Rev. Leyton Richares, UV. tin 


P.P.U.”; 


January DIAR yY OF THE WEEK 

22 (Sat.) FINSBURY PARK; 3 p.m. 
Methodist Church, Seven Sisters 
Road (opposite Park Gates); meet 
for poster parade; P 
KINGSTON - ON - THAMES; 6 
p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 

Eden Street: 

parade; P.P.U. 

WEMBLEY; 7 p.m. Brotherhood 

Hall, High Road; new year soirée; 


gregational Hall, Chapel Street; 
Artingstall; Peace 


group. 
24 (Mon.) BURNLEY; 7.45 p.m. Hall, Granville Road; G® 
discussion, 
“How can I be a pacifist now?”; 


P.P.U. 

WOLVERHAMPTON; 8 p.m. 
Cooperative Hall, Stafford Street; 
Canon Stuart Morris, Capt. Philip 
S. Mumford, H. Runham Brown, 
and Ald. Harrison Barrow (chair- 


WINCHCOMBE; 8 p.m. Town 
Hall; debate, “Pacifism is the only 
alternative to War”; 
Cardew, against: 


for: Mrs. 
Rev. Barbara 


Pope at Sisterhood meeting. 


KING’S WEIGH HOUSE CHURCH 


Doke Street, Oxford Street, W.1 (opp. Selfridges) 


SUNDAY. JANUARY 23, Lla.m. & 7p.m. " 


Rev. C. PAUL GLIDDON 
Evening subject— 


“ HEROES AND BEASTS” 
(vide Evening Standard) 


Labour Hall; Gerald V. Coo 
H. Gordon Renshaw, and 
Hugh Keeling (chairman); P.P: 
ROTHERHITHE; 8.30 p.m. 107 
Jamaica Road; John Barclay 
Women's Cooperative Guild. 
poster | 27 (Thurs.) LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 

p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; M® 
W. C. Roberts on “Women ate 
the Peace Pledge”; City PP. 


LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30 p.m. } 
Paternoster Row; discussion ¥ 
Non-violence; City P.P.U. BfOhi ® 
FINCHLEY; 8 p.m. Grantaid 
Cooper on “The Necessity of 
Pacifism”; F.o.R. 

FINSBURY PARK; 8 _P2%) 
Methodist Church, Seven Sisters 
Road (opposite Park gates); HI 
Ruth Fry, Lord Arnold, and r 
Runham Brown: P.P.U. 8 
KINGSTON-ON-THAMES: eat 
p.m. Ashdown Hall, Asha a i 
Road; Capt. Philip Mumfors | 
Prof. George Catlin; P.P.U. co f 
SWANSCOMBE; 8 p.m. o0 

é Operative Hall, Galley Hill} va 
Literary Barclay and Rev. Johnston 
tin; P.P.U. St. 
WORCESTER PARK; 8 Pp. oy 
Phillip's Church Hall, Lind 


4 
J 


a 


Robert Mennell, and Alexam 
Bain (chairman); P.P.U. , 


a 


p.m. Rev. C. H. Luckman 
Conscription. 


Meeting House, Oxford St 
Dr. Kathleen Rutherford an¢ Rev 
H. Derbyshire; P.P.U. Ends- 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 pci 
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